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As connected with the Life of Bishop 
Skinner, in the two preceding numbers, 
we commence the publication of the .4n- 
nals of Scottish Episcopacy. The distin- 
guished and pious Bishop Horne regarded 
the Scotch Episcopal Church as most 
nearly resembling the Church in her apos- 
tolical and primitive days. From the line 
of the Scotch Bishops, as well of the Eng- 
lish, our Episcopacy is derived. A his- 
tory, therefore, of this apostolical and 
primitive Church, during that interesting 
period in which she emerged from her 
suffering state to her present distinction, 
connected as this history is with many 
events and characters in which the Ame- 
rican Episcopal Church is interested, we 
trust will be acceptable to our readers, 


Annals of Scottish Episcopacy. By the 
Rev, Joun Skinner, A, M,of Forfar. 


Tur Ecclesiastical History of Scot- 
land, by Bishop Skinner’s father, 
reaching down from the first appear- 
ance of Christianity in this kingdom 
to the first of May, 1788, the present 
humble Annalist of Scottish Episco- 
pacy is to be understood as contmenc- 
ing his labours from that date. Yet, 
as the work is meant to be conducted 
so as to illustrate the character, the 
views, and the exertions of the late 
senior Bishop and Primus, it is neces- 
sary for the author to trace back his 
steps to the year 1784; when the event 
of Bishop Seabury’s consecration, for 
the State of Connecticut, in North- 
America, first “introducing Bishop 
Skinner to the knowledge and ac- 
quaintance of some eminent divines 
of the Church of England,” ultimately 
led to the striking change wrought on 
the face of the Episcopal Church in 
Scotland, during the thirty-four years 
of the Bishop’s Selecopets. 

At the time when the Rev. Dr. Sa- 


mue! Seabury wasin England, (whence 
Vou. IV. 


—— 
ri 


he obtained his letters of orders,) ex- 
erting himself for the establishment 
of a regular Episcopacy in the State of 
Connecticut, in North-America, a 
gentleman of equal worth and equal 
eminence in his station, the Rev. Dr. 
T. B. Chandler, formerly Rector of 
Elizabeth-town, in the State of New- 
Jersey, was resident also in the British 
Metropolis, entrusted with a similar 
commission by the Episcopal Clergy of 
Nova-Scotia, in aid of the Church in 
that settlement. 

On the first day of April, 1785, 
Bishop Skinner wrote to this gentle- 
man as follows :— 


LETTER I. 
BISHOP SKINNER TO DR. CHANDLER. 


“ T hope you will excuse this trou- 
ble from one who wishes to be known 
to you asthe friend of Dr. Seabury, 
anxious for the welfare of that worthy 
man, and for the success of his de- 
signs. Ina letter which I had from 
him lately, dated at Gravesend, when 
I suppose he was waiting his embark- 
ation, he mentions you as a person 
with whom I may freely correspond, 
about sending some copies of a ser- 
mon, preached here at his consecra- 
tion, for sale in London. In itself 
this is a matter of no moment, but L 
cannot help looking upon it as a for- 
tunate circumstance, in so far as it af- 
fords me an oppertunity of introduc- 
ing myself by letter te your acqaint- 
ance, as one who sincerely wishes a 
happy issue to the good cause in which 
you are engaged. Allow me, there-~ 
fore, good Sir, to entreat the favour 
of a few lines from you, when any 
thing occurs which you think interest- 
ing to that cause, I mean to the esta- 
blishment of a pure and primitive 
Episcopacy in the Western World. 

“ Our worthy friend, who is now, T 
hope, crossing the Atlantic for that, 
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blessed purpese, will have maay diffi- 
culties to struggle with, and much op- 
position to encounter; but his cause 
is God’s, his heart 1s good, his resolu- 
tion firm and steady, and I trust in the 
mercy of his. heavenly Master, that 
these will ensure success to his pious 
services. He has promised to write 
to me on his arrival in America, and, 
E-doubt not, he will be as good as his 
word. But as you will perhaps have 
occasion to hear more frequently from 
hin, I shall think myself highly ob. 
liged to you for any intelligence re- 
specting him or his affairs which you 
may be pleased to communicate. For, 
besides my being very much interested 
in his matters, from a similarity. of of- 
fice and character, the short time I 
had the pleasure of seeing and con 
versing with him here, has given me 
such a high upinion of his personal 
worth, as must ever entitle him to my 
wermest esteem and most affectionate 
remembrance. This honest declara- 
tion, therefore, of my attachment to 
Bishop Seabury, will, 1 hope, plead 
my excuse with his worthy friend, Dr. 
Chandler, for thus intruding upor him 
without a more formal introduction. 
I have taken the opportunity of a pri- 
vate bearer. to convey this to your 
hand; but if honoured with a reply, 
fet me beg that it be sent by post, 
as the surest and- speediest mode of 
conveyance. Accept of my best re- 
spects, &c. 
LETTER II. 
DR. CHANDLER TO BISHOP SKINNER. 
“ London, April 23d, 1785. 

“ About three days ago I was ho- 
noured with your very friendly and 
obliging letter of the first instant. I 
feel myself greatly indebted to my 
excellent friend, Bishop Seabury, for 
having mentioned me in such a man- 
ner as to occasion the offer of so repu- 
table a correspondence as is presented 
in your letter ; and were I to remain 
in a situation that favoured it, I should 
embrace it with all thankfulness. 
But I am soon to embark for Ameri- 
ca, and for a part of it where, during 
my continuance there, I shall be una- 
bie to answer your expectations. 

“You may, perhaps, have heard, 


that after having been separated eight 
years from my family, which [ left in 
New-Jersey, 1 have been detained 
here two years longer, with the pros- 
pect of being appointed to the super- 
intendency of the Church in our new 
country. This business, though the 
call for it is most urgent, is still post- 
poned; and it appears to be in no 
greater forwardness now than it did a 
year ago. In the meanwhile, I am 
labouring under a scorbutic, corrosive 
disorder, which renders a sea voyage 
and change of climate immediately ne- 
cessary- I therefore thought proper 
to wait upon the Archbishop a day or 
two ago, to resign my pretensions to 
the Nova-Scotia Episcopate, that I 
might be at liberty to cross the Atlan- 
tic and visit my family, consisting now 
of a most excellent wife and three 
amiable daughters. His Grace would 
not hear of my giving up my claim to 
the above mentioned appointment, 
but readily consented to my visiting 
my family, on condition that I would 
hold myself in readiness to undertake 
the important charge whenever I 
might be called for, which I promised, 
in case my health should admit of it. 
Accordingly, I have engaged a pas- 
sage ina ship bound to New-York, 
which is obliged to sail by this day 
fortnight. By this migration you can 
be no loser, if you will be pleased in 
my stead to adopt, for your correspon- 
dent, the Rev. Mr. Boucher, of Pad- 
dington, a loyal clergyman from Ma- 
ryland, the worthiest of the worthy, 
and one of the mest confidential 
friends of Bishop Seabury. I have 
taken the liberty of-showing him your 
letter, and making him.the proposal. 
He will think himself happy in answer- 
ing your inquiries from time to time, 
and will, as a correspondent, be able 
to give you more satisfaction than I 
could. 

“T have often expressed my wish 
that your truly valuable consecration 
sermon might be advertised for sale in 
this city. ifthis had been done while 
the occasion was fresh, I am persuaded 
that a large edition would have sold, 
and much good would have resulted 
from it. 1 am of opinion that, late as 
it now is, many copies would still be 
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called for were they known to be at 
hand. I should think Mr. Robinson, 
of Paternoster-Row, might be properly 
employed in that. way, who has mostly 
published for Mr. Jones, and sometimes 
for Dr. Horne. By the bye, it gives 
me pleasure to see my two learned 
friends here mentioned, honoured 
with your notice. In this sermon you 
have ably, clearly, and unanswerably 
explained the origin and nature of ec- 
clesiastical authority, and ‘he that 
hath ears to hear let him hear.’ 

“ This is a subject which I have re- 
peatedly had occasion to consider, in 
the course of my publications in de- 
fence of our claim to an Episcopate, 
and I am ashamed to find that it is so 
little understood by the English Clergy 
in general. 

“ Dr. Seabary, of whom you cannot 
have so high an opinion as I have, 
because you are not so well acquainted 
with him, left the Downs on the 15th 
of last month ; on the 19th he was 68 
leagues west of the Lizard, with a fair 
prospect of a good passage, at which 
time he wrote te me. It appears 
from the late letters from America 
that there was great impatience for his 
arrival, and no apprehension of his 
meeting with ill-treatment from any 
quarter. In my opinion, he has more 
trouble to expect from a certain 
crooked-grained false ‘brother, (of 
whose character you must have some 
knowledge,) than from any other per- 
son. I mean Dr.S—th, late of Phila- 
delphia College, now of Maryland. 
He is a-man of abilities and applica- 
tion, but intriguing and pragmatical. 
His principles, with regard both to 
church and state, if he has any, are 
most commodiously flexible, yielding 
not only to every blast, but to the 
gentlest breeze that whispers! With 
professions of great personal esteem 
for Dr. Seabury, made occasionally, 
he has always counteracted and op- 
posed him as far as he dared, and I 
doubt not but he will continue to op- 

ose him in his Episcopal character. 

e will be able to do this more effec- 
tually if he succeeds in his project of 
obtaining consecration himself, with 
a view to which he is said to be about 
embarking f< Britain. His charac- 


Annals of Scottish Episcpacy. 


99 


ter is so well ‘known by the Bishops 
here, that I trust they would have the 
grace to reject him, even were he to 
carry his point with the ministry-; and 
I am sure there is no danger of his 
imposing upon your venerable synod. 
Before I was aware I have got to the 
end of my paper, and must now take 
my leave, But I hope only for a little 
while; for wherever or however Pro- 
vidence may dispose of me, I shall be 
happy in any opportunities of proving 
myself your very respectful and obe- 
dient servant.” 

Previously to receipt of this letter, 
it is doubtful whether BishopSkinner 
had ever heard of Mr. Boucher, more 
than by name. Eager, however, to 
learn tidings of the first Bishop of the 
Western Hemisphere, he introduced 
himself to Mr. B. by letter, thus— 


LETTER Til. 


BISHOP SKINNER TO THE REV. JONATHAN 
BOUCHER. 


“ Aberdeen, 25th June, 1785. 


“Sometime ago I wrote to your 
acquaintance, Dr. Chandler, begging, 
as a singular favour, that he would be 
kind enough to communicate to me 
any interesting intelligence he might 
receive of our worthy friend, Bishop 
Seabury, of whose welfare and success, 
you may believe, I will ever be anx- 
ious to hear. The good Doctor lost 
no time in making a most obliging re- 
turn to my letter; but informed me, 
to my great regret, that his state of 
health was such as to render a sea 
voyage absolutely necessary for the re- 
covery of it, and that he was to sail in 
a short time for New-York, being 
obliged to leave the great object of his 
coming to Britain unaccomplished. 
Pity were it that a design so laudable, 
and so essential to the interests of re- 
ligion in the new province, should thus 
be set aside by reasons of state, with- 
out any other formidable impediment 
in the way of it. 

“ With uncommon attention to my 
anxiety, after informing me of his in- 
tended departure from England, and 
the afflicting cause of it, Dr. Chandler 
adds, ‘ that by this migration I can be 
no loser, if in his stead I will adopt 
for my correspondent the Rev. Mr. 
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Boucher, of Paddington,’ of whom he 
gives a most amiable character; and, 
what endears you still more to me, 
describes you as one of the most con- 
fidential friends of Bishop Seabury. 
As such, I now gladly embrace the 
opportunity of introducing myself to 
you, in hopes that, by the time this 
reaches your hand, there will be some 
account of the good Bishop’s arrival 
in America, if it has pleased God to 
grant him a speedy and prosperous 
voyage, for which I doubt not the 
prayers of many have been devoutly 
addressed to heaven. 

“‘ The Bishop promised to write to 
me from Halifax, if he found any ves- 
sel there for Scotland. But as you 
will probably hear of him, if not from 
him, sooner than I can expect, and of- 
tener than he will have occasion to 
write to me, it will be doing mea 
very great favour, if you will be so 
good as to inform me, from time to 
time, what accounts you may receive 
either from him or of him, such as you 
think will be acceptable to one who 
loves and esteems him, and wishes his 
success and happiness, as 1 do. This 
is a task which I would not have pre- 
sumed to impose on you, had not Dr. 
Chandler so kindly paved the way for 
it. 

“ Our amiable friend, the Bishop of 
Connecticut, will have many difficul- 
ties to struggle with in the blessed 
work he has undertaken; and particu- 
Jarly from certain occurrences in some 
of the southern states, which will, I 
fear, create no smal! opposition to the 
conscientious discharge of his duty. 
The busy, bustling President of 
Washington College, Maryland, 
seems to be laying a foundation for 
much confusion throughout the 
ehurches of North-Amecica, and it 
will require all Bishop Seabury’s pru- 
dence and good managemnt to coun- 
teract his preposterous measures. I 
saw a letter from this man lately to a 
Clergyman in this country, wherein he 
proposes to be in London as last month, 
and wishes to know what the Bishops 
in Scotland would do, on an applica- 
tion to them from any foreign country, 
such as America is now declared to be, 
for a succession in their ministry, by 


the consecration of one or more Bi- 
shopsforthem! By thistime, I suppose, 
he knows both what we would do and 
what we have done; and perhaps is 
not ignorant, that, as our terms would 
not please him, so his measures would 
be equally displeasing to us. 

“| have seen, in the Gentleman’s 
Magazine, various strictures on the 
subject of Dr. Seabury’s consecration ; 
and the sermon preached on the occa- 
sion has been criticised, and some pas- 
sages in it found fault with, as disre- 
spectful to the English Bishops, and 
even to the authority of the British 
Parliament. As the author intended 
not his discourse for the meredian of 
London, he was at no pains to adapt it 
to the notions that are cherished under 
the warm sunshine of civil establish- 
ment; it is sufficient for him, if it 
meets with the approbation of the 
truly wise and worthy, wherever they 
be, that look more to the things of 
Christ than to the things of this 
world.” 

Mr. Boucher being on a continen- 
tal tour when this letter reached him, 
delayed answering it until his return 
to England. The following grateful 
communication, of date the 6th of 
December, 1785, was then despatched 
from Epsom. 


LETTER IV. 


REV. JONATHAN BOUCHER TO BISHOP 
SKINNER. 


“ When your very obliging and ac- 
ceptable favour of the 25th June 
reached Paddington, I had just left it 
to go on along tour into Germany and 
France, from which I returned late 
in October. Your letter was delivered 
to a most valuable and confidential 
friend, William Stevens, Esq. who is 
also the friend of all your friends. 
Mr. Stevens tells me he acquainted 
you with my absence, which, I hope, 
would apologize for my not having 
sooner thanked you for what I really 
consider as a very great favour. 

“No doubt you have long ago 
heard of good Bishop Seabury’s arri- 
val, and most affectionate reception 
among the poor scattered sheep of 
yonder wilderness. He carries hime 
self with such a steady ;#udence, as to 
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have commanded the respect of even 
the most spiteful ill-willers of his or- 
der ; and, with all the countless diffi- 
culties he had to encounter, yet, by the 
blessing of God on his firm mind, 
there is, I trust, little doubt that the 
Church will grow under his pastoral 
care. I have as yet heard only of his 
having ordained five presbyters, one 
or more of whom are from the South- 
ern States, which [ mention, as con- 
sidering it as an acknowledgment of 
_ his powers, even beyond the limits of 
his professed district. 

‘““A general convention of the 
Episcopal Clergy of all North-Ameri- 
ca, made up of an equal proportion of 
lay members, was to meet in Phila- 
delphia about Michaelmas, to form 
some general plan for the whole Epis- 
copal Church. Dr. Seabury, I have 
understood, though not from himself, 
was invited and pressed to attend this 
meeting, but he very prudently de- 
clined it, as, from its motley compvsi- 
tion, he could not be sure of things 
being conducted as they ought. He 
will be there, however, or has been 
there, (and Dr. Chandler also,) with 
his advice and influence; and this is 
the only reason I have to form any 
hopes of any good coming from the 
meeting. 

“I hear of some very alarming 
symptoms attending the poor Church 
in the Southern States. The few 
Episcopal Clergymen left there are 
not, as you may imagine, men the most 
distinguished for abilities or worth. 
The enemies of the Church see this, 
and avail themselves of it. I have 
sundry late letters from thence, which 
all speak, far too confidently, of sume 
wild purpose of forming a coalition, 
{too like some other coalitions) be- 
tween the Episcopalians and Presby- 
terians. I have, by every means in 
my power, - those, over whom I 
have any influence, in my old neigh- 
bourhood of Virginia and Maryland, 
on their guard against a measure 
which I cannot but deem insidious, 
and therefore likely to be fatal. And 
I have also called in the aid of those 
stout champions, Drs. Chandler and 
Seabury God grant that our united 
efforts may all avail! It adds not a 
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little to my apprehensions, that all 
these things are carrying on within the 
vortex of Dr. S—th’s immediate influ- 
ence, who is bent on being a Bishop, 
‘per fas aut nefas” and who, if he 
cannot otherwise compass his end, will 
assuredly unite with the P———ns; 
and so Herod and Pontius Pilate 
shall again be made friends ! 

“You may not perhaps have heard, 
as I have, that he affected to be much 
pleased with Dr. Seabury’s having re- 
turned to America, invested with the 

{piscopal character, all which will be 
abundantly explained to you when I 
farther inform you of his having found 
out that one Bishop alone may, in 
certain cases, consecrate another. 
The English of this is plain, and may 
account for your not having seen him 
in Scotland! The case is a ticklish 
one, and will require poor Seabury’s 
utmost skill to manage. He knows 
S—th well, and, of course, thinks 
of him as we alldo. Yet, if S—th 
is thus properly consecrated, such is 
his influence, it may be the means of 
preventing that sad state of things in 
Virginia and Maryland which I hinted 
at above. Yet it is dreadful to think 
of having such a man in such astation! 
I daily expect further and fuller ac- 
counts, and, on your signifying that it 
will not be disagreeable to you, I shal] 
have much pleasure in communicating 
them.” 

The reader will not doubt of Bi- 
shop Skinner’s eagerness to cultivate a 
correspondence, in all respects so de- 
sirable as was the correspondence of 
this zealous friend of Church and 
State. Early in the ensuing year, 


therefore, the Bishop replied to the © 


above interesting letter. 


LETTER V. 


BISHOP SKINNER TO MR. BOUCHER. 
Aberdeen, Jan. 4, 1786. 


“T acknowledge, with much satis- 
faction, the favour of your obliging 
letter of 6th December, which I re- 
ceived with the greater pleasure, as 
the intimation given by your friend, 
Mr. Stevens, of your absence had un- 
luckily not come to my hand. The 
accounts of good Bishop Seabury’s 
favourable reception in America, you 
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may believe, were highly agreeable 
to me, and my brethren of the Epis- 
copal Church in this country; and 
though as yet we have not had these 
accounts confirmed under his own 
hand, we have no doubt but that a lit- 
tie time will bring us these refreshing 
tidings, and open up a happy corres- 
pondence between the pastors of the 
truly ‘ little flock’? here, and those of 
the ‘ many scattered sheep of yonder 
wilderness.’? I observed in the news- 
papers the other day a paragraph, as 
quoted from the Maryland Jvurnal, 
which gives no more, [ hope, than a 
true account of our worthy friend’s pro- 
ceadings, andthe honourable reception 
he has met with. The description 
you give of the alarming symptoms 
appearing in the Southern States, is 
indeed very affecting, and shows such 
a miserable deficiency in point of 
&nowledge, as well as zeal, among the 
Episcopal Clergy in those parts, as 
could hardly have been suspected 
among any who had received regular 
Episcopal ordination. It gives me 
some comfort to hear that such able 
advocates for primitive truth and or- 
der as Dr. Chandler and yourself, 
are stepping forth in opposition to the 
wild undigested schemes of modern 
sectaries. God, of his mercy, grant 
success to your endeavours in so good 
a cause, and raise up many such to 
strengthen the hands of his faithful 
servant, the Bishop of Connecticut, 
while he stands single in the great 
work he has undertaken. But is there 
no prospect of his getting some fellow- 
workers of his own order, to assist him 
in stemming that torrent of irregula- 
rity which seems to be pouring down 
upon him from the Southern States ? 
What you mention of my countryman, 
Dr. S—th, is too much of a piece with 
his former conduct, and plainly shows 
what some people will do to compass 
the end they have in view. 

* As to what the Doctor has found 
out in favour of a singular consecra- 
tion, I know nothing that can justify 
such a measure but absolute necessity, 
which in his case cannot be pleaded, 
because, in whatever way the Scottish 
Bishops might treat an application’ in 
his behalf, there is no reason to doubt 
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ef their readily concurring in any 
proper plan for increasing the number 
of Bishops in America. And as Dr. 
Seabury must be sufficiently sensible 
of their good inclinations that way, I 
hope he will be the better able to re- 
sist the introduction of any disorderly 
measure which might be made a pre- 
cedent for future irregularities, and 
be attended with the worst of conse- 
quences to the cause of Episcopacy. 
If S—th must be promoted to the 
Episcopate at all hazards, let him at 
least wait until there be a canonical 
number of Bishops in America for that 
purpose. That thus, whatever objec- 
tions may be made to the man, there 
may be none to the manner of his pro- 
Motion, 

“ You will oblige me much by com- 
municating, from time to time, what 
accounts you receive of these matters, 
as I shall always be anxious to hear 
of our worthy friend in Connecticut, 
and how things fare with him and the 
cause which he has undertaken to 
support. And although I shall have 
little to say in return worthy of your 
notice, I shall not fail to acknowledge 
the continuance of your correspon- 
denice as a very singular favour. 

“We have been lately flattered 
with the prospect of some friendly no- 
tice from the Church of England, 
and are told that, at a convenient 
season, it is intended to do us some 
service with the people in power. An 
anonymous letter to this purpose, 
signed ‘ A Dignified Clergyman of the 
Church of England,’ was last summer 
transmitted to our Primus, Bishop 
Kilgour, at Peterhead. I wrote te 
Dr. B* ******, at Canterbury, wish- 
ing to know if he could inform us who 
the author might be; or what ground 
there appeared to him for the assur- 
ances which the letter contains, but as 
yet have received ne satisfactory re. 
ply. Thus kept in the dark, it is no 
wonder if sometimes we mistake 
friends for enemies, and behave to 
them as such, not knowing whom to 
trust, or where to look for that relief 
which the distressed condition of our 
Church has so long called for in vain. 
God pity and protect us, and support 
his Church in all places where the 
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hand of the oppressor lies heavy on 
it! 

** Wishing to hear from you as often 
as convenient, I'am, with great re- 
gard,” &c. 


(To be continued.) 

On the inseparable and necessary Con- 
nexion between the Doctrine of the 
IncaRnarion and ATONEMENT: frum 
Bishop Horstey’s Sermon upon 1 
John v. 6. Vol. i. p. 88, Swords’s 
Edition, New-York, 1811. 


Tue particu.ar subject of the two 
Jast chapters is the great doctrine of 
the incarnation, or, in St. John’s own 
words, of Christ’s coming in the flesh. 
It may seem that I ought to say, the 
two doctrines of the incarnation and 
the atonement: but if I so said, though 
I should not say any thing untrue, I 
should speak improperly ; for the in- 
carnation of our Lord, and the atone- 
ment made by him, are not two sepa- 
rate doctrines: they are one ; the doc- 
trine of atonement being included in 
that of the incarnation, rightly under- 
stood, and as itis stated by St. John. 

The doctrine of the incarnation in 
its whole amount is this: That one of 
the three persons of the Godhead was 
united to a man, 7. ¢. to a human 
body and a human soul, in the person 
of Jesus, in order to expiate the guilt 
of the whole human race, original and 
actual, by the merit, death, and suffer- 
ings of the man so united to the God- 
head. This atonement was the end 
of the incarnation, and the two articles 
reciprocate: for an incarnation is 
implied and presupposed in the Scrip- 
ture doctrine of atonement, as the ne- 
cessary means in the end. For if sa- 
tisfaction was to be made to divine 
justice for the sins of men, by vicari- 
ous obedience and vicarious sufferings, 
in such a way (and in no ether way it 
could be congistent with divine wisdom) 
as might attach the pardoned offender 
to Ged’s service, upon a principle of 
love and gratitude, it was essential to 
this plan, that God himself should 
take a principal part in all that his 
justice required to be done and suffer- 
ed, to make room for his mercy ; and 
the divine nature itself being incapa- 
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ble of suffering, it was necessary to 
the scheme of pardon, that the God- 
head should condescend to unite to it~ 
self the nature capable. 
For, make the supposition, if you 

please, that after the fall of Adam 
another perfect man had been creat- 
ed. Suppose that this perfect man 
had fulfilled all righteousness,—that, 
like our Lord, he had been-exposed to 
temptations of Satan far more power- 
ful than those to which our first pa- 
rents yielded, and that, like our Lord, 
he had baffled Satan in every attempt. 
Suppose this perfect man had con- 
sented to offer up his own life as a 
ransom for other lives forfeited, and 
to suffer in his own person the utmost 
misery a creature could be made to 
suffer, to avert punishment from 
Adam, and from Adam’s whole poste- 
rity. The life he would have had to 
offer would have been but the life of 
one ; the lives forfeited were many. 
Could one life be a ransom for more 
than one? Could the sufferings of one 
single man, upon any principle upom 
which public justice may exact and 
accept. vicarious punishment, expiate, 
the guiltof more than one other man? 
Could it expiate the apostacy of mil- 
lions? It is true, that in human, go- 
vernments, the punishment of a few is 
sometimes accepted as a satisfaction 
for the offence of many; as in mili- 
tary punishments, when a regiment 
is decimated. But the cases will bear 
no comparison. The regiment has 
perhaps deserved lenity by former 
good services, which, in the case be- 
tween God and man, cannot be al- 
leged. The satisfaction of the tenth 
man goes to no farther effect than a 
pardon for the other fine, of the sin- 
gle individual crime that is passed. 
The law remains in force, and the 
nine, who for that time escape, con- 
tinue subject to its rigour, cata still li- 
able to undergo the punishment, if 
the offence should be repeated. But 
such is the exuberance of mercy, in 
man’s redemption, that the expiation 
extends not only to innumerable of- 
fences past, but to many that are yet 
to come. The severity of the law 
itself is mitigated: the hand-writing 
of ordinances is blotted ont, and duty 

















104 On the Incarnation and Atonement. [No. 42 


henceforward is exacted upon a prin- 
ciple of allowance for human frailty. 
And who will have the folly or the 
hardiness to say, that the suffering 
virtue of one mere man would have 
been a sufficient price for such a 
pardon? At must be added, that when 
human authority accepts an inadequate 
gatisiaction for offences involving mul- 
titudes, the lenity, in many cases, 
arises from a policy founded on a pru- 
dent estimation of the impertectivn of 
power in human government, which 
might sustain a diminution of its 
strength by the lossof numbers. But 
God hath no need of the wicked man; 
it would be no diminution of strength 
to his government if a world should 
perish: it is therefore from pure mer- 
ey that he ever spares. The disobe- 
dience of our first parents was nothing 
less than a confederacy with the apos- 
tate spirit against the sovereign au- 
thority of God: and if such offenders 
are spared by such a sovereign, it must 
be in a way which shall unite the per- 
fection of merey with the perfection 
of justice; for in God mercy and 
justice must equally be perfect. 

Since, then, one mere man could 
make no expiation of the sins of my- 
riads, make, if you please, another 
supposition. Suppose an angel had 
undertaken for us,—had desired to 
assume our mortal nature, and to do 
and suffer for us, what, done and suf- 
fered by a man, we have found would 
have been inadequate. We shall 
then have the life of one incarnate 
angel, still a single life, a ransom for 
myriads of men’s :ives forfeited ; and 
the merit and sufferings of one angel 
to compensate the guilt of myriads of 
inen, and to be an equivalent for their 
punishment. I tear the amended sup- 
position has added little er nothing to 
the value of the pretended satisfaction. 
Whatever reverence may be due 
from man in his present condition 
upon earth to the holy angels as his 
superiors, what are they in the sight 
ef God? They are nothing better now 
thaw the glorified saints in heaven will 
hereafter be; and “ God charges even 
his ange!s with folly, and the heavens 
are not pure in his sight.” 


But admjt that either a perfect man, 


or an incarnate angel, had been able 
to pay the forfeit for us; and suppose 
that the forfeit had been paid, by a 

rson thus distinct and separate from 
the Gedhead ; what effect would have 
been produced, by a pardon so ob- 
tained, in the mind of the pardoned 
offender ? Joy, no doubt, for an unex- 
pected deliverance from impending 
vengeance,—love for the person, man 
or angel, who had wrought the deli- 
verance,—remorse, that his crimes 
had involved another’s innocence in 
misery; but certainly no attachment 
to the service of the sovereign. The 
deliverer might have been loved: but 
the Bemg whose justice exacted the 
satisfaction would have remained the 
object of mere fear, unmixed with 
love, or rather of fear mixed with 
aversiou. Pardon thus obtained ne- 
ver could have inflamed the repentant 
sinner’s bosom with that love of God 
which alone can qualify an intelligent 
creature for the enjoyment of the 
Creator’s presence. This could only 
be effected by the wonderful scheme 
in which Mercy and Truth are made 
to kiss each other; when the same 
God who in one person exacts the pu- 
nishment, in another, himself, sustains 
it; and thus makes his own mercy pay 
the satisfaction to his own justice. 

So essential was the incarnation of 
the Son of God to the effectual atone- 
ment of man’s guilt by the shedding of 
his blood. On the other hand, the 
need there was ef such atonement, is 
the only cause that can be assigned 
which could induce the Son of God te 
stoop to be made man: for had the in- 
struction of man, as some have dream- 
ed, been the only purpose of our Sa- 
viour’s coming, a mere man might 
have been empowered to execute the 
whole business; for whatever know- 
ledge the mind of man can be made 
to comprehend, a man might be made 
the instrument to convey, 

This inseparable and necessary 
connexion with the doctrine of atone- 
ment, constitutes an essential differ- 
ence between the awful mystery of the 
incarnation in the Christian system, 
and those avatars in the superstitious 
religion of the Indian Brahmin, which 
have been compared with it, but in 
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which it is profanely mimicked rather 
than imitated. Yet the comparison is 
not unfounded, nor without its use, if 
it be conducted with due reverence 
and circumspection. In those impious 
incoherent fables, as in all the Pagan 
mythology, and in the very worst of 
the Pagan rites, vestiges are discerni- 
ble of the history, the revelations, and 
the rites of the earliest of the patriar- 
chal ages; and thus the worst cor- 
ruptions of idolatry may be brought 
to bear an indirect testimony to the 
truth of revelation. But we must be 
cautious, that, in making the compari- 
son, we mistake not a hideously dis- 
torted picture for a flattered likeness, 
—a disfigured for anembellished copy; 
lest we be inadvertently and insensilly 
reconciled to the impure and blasphe- 
mous fictions of idolatry,—to her ob- 
scene and savage rites, as nothing 
worse than elegant adumbrations of 
sacred truth in significant allegory. 
In the numerous successive incarna- 
tions of Veeshnu, the deity is embo- 
died for subordinate and partial pur- 
poses, altogether unworthy of that 
manner of interference. ‘The incar- 
nation of Christ was for a purpose 
which God only could accomplish, and 
God himself could accomplish in no 
other way: it was fur the execution 
of a plan which divine wisdom could 
alone contrive,—divine love and al- 
mighty power could alone effect: it 
was to rescue those from endless mi- 
sery, whom divine justice (which, be- 
cause it is mere and very justice, must 
be inflexible) demanded for its vic- 
tims. 
EE 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


On the future Happiness of the 
Believer. 


Man is so constituted that he natu- 
rally looks forward to a future state of 
existence. Here he experiences many 
evils. As sure as he is born, so surely 


must ke suffer. Pains of body, and. 


anxieties of mind, apprehensions of 
temporal distress, and the certain anti- 
cipation of death, are the invariable 
re rl of every mortal. How 
rational then does it seem, and how 


Vou. IV. 
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conformable to all the feelings and in- 
terests of humanity is the idea, that 
after the period of this life shall have 
ceased, we shall enter upon another 
state of existence, where peace, and 
delight, and high enjoyment, shall 
succeed to our present labour and 
suffering! 

Man is an immortal being. It is 
not a cause of wonder, therefore, if 
man, in every age, has had some ex- 
pectation of immortality. However 
degraded the human character may 
appear in some parts of this sinful 
world, there are no nations who have 
entirely lost the belief of a future life. 
It is not asserted that this important 
truth has been always maintained by 
argument, or that it can be fully proved 
by reasea; but that, in some way or 
other. it has found a place in the hu- 
man breast. We know, that although 
the most learned philosophers among 
the heathens never pretended to have 
certainly proved the immortality of 
the soul, znd, instead of a full convic- 
tion, seemed only to hope that it might 
be so ;—yet, that the common people, 
in general, acted upon the principle of 
future rewards and punishments. 
Without such a principle indeed, it 
seems impossible to inculcate the ~ 
cepts of religion. All worship of God 
must be founded on the belief, not 
only “that he is,” but that he is the 
“rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.”* This reward, if con- 
ceived to be merely temporal, would 
have little influence on human con- 
duct ; because the present life is very 
short, and because providential favours 
are not bestowed exclusively or uni- 
formly on merit. “God maketh his 
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust." ' 

From these ideas, in some measure, 
but, perhaps, in a greater degree, from 
the knowledge handed down by tradi- 
tion, all nations have entertained the 
hope of some future state of bliss. 
The Grecians and the Romans had 
their Elysian fields, where the souls 
of the virtuous were said to reside 
after death. In what the happines 
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of this place consisted, we are not di- 
rectly twld either by their poets or 
philosophers. With all their ingenuity 
for fable, and all their capacity for 
striking and elegant fiction, “ they 
were unable to imagine any other de- 
lights for the Elysian fields, but a de- 
licious temperature, and a profound, 
but uniform tranquillity: feeble ad- 
vantages, which did not prevent virtu- 
ous souls from sighing for the light of 
the day, and regretting their passions 
and pleasures.””* 

Ot all the nations who have enter- 
tained peculiar ideas respecting a state 
of future bliss, the Mahometans are 
the most singular.. They also look for- 
ward to the termination of pain, and 
sorrow, and death. ‘They also pant 
for enjoyments beyond the grave. 
They also have their paradise in some 
region of tranquillity. But what is 
the nature of those future delights, 
which. they present to their imagina- 
tions ? Are they pure, rational, digni- 
fied, holy ?- Do they elevate the hu- 
man soul, and make it approach 
nearer to the Deity? Do they presup- 
pose knowledge, piety, a change or 
improvement of nature ? Ah, degene- 
rate humanity! Ah, boasted pride of 
reason! The paradise of Mahomet is 
foul, degrading, beastly—it is a para- 
dise of voluptuousness, where passion 
and lust are said'to reign with unre- 
stricted sway—it is a paradise, not 
suited to the dignity of man, but to the 
nature of brutes. And yet, the rapid 
spread of the Mahometan religion 
has by some been compared to the first 
glorious progress of the Gospel. The 
comparison must have been made by 
ignorance or by malice. Is it any 
wonder,. that a religion should spread 
far and wide, which was maintained 
by the sword on the one hand, and by 
all the passions of the human breast 
on the other; which, so far from check- 
ing the gratification of desire, gave it 
large scope here, and promised full 
indulgence hereafter? Is it any won- 
der, that such a religion should find a 

owerful pleader in every depraved 
eiet, and summon ali the affections 
of man to accomplish its establish- 
ment ? 





* Anacharsis, vol. i. p. 87. 


What an important observation | 


arises here in favour of that holy reli- 
gion, which has been taught by the 
fathers and'the prophets in the earlier 
ages, and in the latter by Christ and 
his apostles. ‘Fhat religion which is 
from heaven, must be pure, rational, 
adapted to the complete happiness of 
the creature, and worthy of the glori- 
ous character of God Its rewards 
must, therefore, correspond with’ this 
description. For, as is the nature of 
that future happiness which we are 
endeavouring to obtain, such ought to 
become, and such generally will be 
our character. If future bliss con- 
sisted in brutal enjoyments, it would 
be our duty to cultivate-a relish for 
brutal pleasures. H, on the contrary, 
it consists in pure and mental enjoy- 
ment; in those pleasures which are 
derived from the most perfect source, 
and which are suited to the eternal 
and spiritual nature of the soul; then 
it is our duty to be diligent in the use 
of those means which are calculated 
to raise our characters, to lessen our 
taste for sensual delights, and to make 
us perfect, in our degree, “even as 
eur Father in heaven is perfect.”+ 
This is the tendency of the Chris- 
tian religion. ‘This is the influence 
which is produced by a view of the fu- 
ture happiness of the redeemed. 
While we are allowed to “ use this 
world,” it is “not to be. abused.” 
Our passions and affections, while 
they are not to be destroyed, are to 
be under strict discipline; to be di- 
rected by reason and the divine pre- 
cepts; and are to be in subordination 
to that excellent rule, which has in 
view the good of mankind, and the 
glory of God. Future happiness, 
while it is represented so glorious as 
to be above all human conception, is 
yet exhibited in its peculiar nature, 
and placed in a most striking point of 
light. “ Heaven is a city that hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker 
is Ged.”t It is an “ inheritance in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away.”§ Itis the “ mansion of 





t Matt. v. 48. } Heb. xi. 10. 
§ 1 Peter i. 4. 
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| God,”* the habitation of his glory, 





“‘ and there shall in no wise enter into 
it any thing that defileth, neither what- 
soever worketh abomination, or mak- 
eth a lie.”t Whatever is pure, dig- 
nified, or holy; whatever can repre- 
sent man in the highest elevation of 
character, or exhibit the attributes of 
God in their-most adorable and amia- 
ble light; whatever affords an idea of 
complete perfection, consummate hap- 
piness, and ineffable glory ; is opened 
to the mind in the view which the 
Scriptures give us of future bliss. 
“‘ In thy presence is fulness of joy, and 
at thy right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore.’ ’} 


Is not this the happiness which rea-~ 


son approves? Is not this equal to our 
highest wishes? Is not this the great- 
est possible good? Yes; that soul 
which enjoys God, must be as happy 
as its nature canbear. It drinks bliss 
at the great fountain head. All hap- 
piness short of this, however agreeable 
to sense, does not deserve the name. 
It is as transient as it is unsatisfactory. 
That religion which promises such 
pure, such perfect, such exalted en- 
joyment; so suitable to the creature 
through all the period of his existence ; 
so honourable to God in all his per- 
fections, can be no less than divine. 
All other happiness, presented by all 
the other religions which are, er ever 
have been, or which can possibly be in 
the world, is nothing but a shadow 
compared to the substance—is a tran- 
sient blaze compared to the eternal 


light of heaven. 
WERTER. 


+ ———________} 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


Johnstown Auxiliary Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer Book Society. 


Aareeasty to public notice the an- 
nual meeting of the Johnstown Auxi- 
liary Bible and Common Prayer Book 
Society was held in St. John’s Church, 
Johnstown, on Tuesday evening, the 
11th of Jan. 1820. The Rev. ALExis 
P. Proat, President, in the chair, and 
Mr. Josep CuyLer was appointed Se- 


* John xiv. 2. ¢ Rev. xxi. 27. 
b 3 Ps. Xvi. 11, 





107 


cretary protem. The Board of Ma- 
nagers presented the following 


REPORT. j 


The Board of Managers of the 
Johnstown Auxiliary Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer Book Society, in present- 
ing their first Annual Report to their 
brethren of the Society, would grate- 
fully acknowledge the merciful dis- 
pensation of Almighty God for having 
crowned their efforts with success, and 
enabling them to assemble with the 
members of their institution for the 
purpose of reviewing the transactions 
of their infant Society for the past 
year. 

Only limited and simple operations 
can be expected from a Society, which, 
both on account of the inadequacy of 
its funds, and its remoteness from the 
centre of business and information, 
must necessarily have its usefulness 
circumscribed within narrow limits. 
But, before we enter upon the details — 
of our transactions, we cannot ferbear 
reverting to the principles by which 
we were actuated in the formation of 
our institution. However much we 
might honour ‘the exertions of those 
engaged .in the great work of distribut- 
ing “ The Bible without note or com- 
ment,” we.in conscience believed their 
system to be defective, and departing 
from the true and .primitive method 
of propagating the knowledge of God. . 
It having been the acknowledged prac- 
tice both of the Jewish ‘institution 
and the first promulgers of the Gos- 
pel, to distribute, or-make known the 
word of God in intimate union with 
the Church of God. In this declara- 
tion we feel ourselves beyond the 
reach of the accusation of bigotry or 
want of charity; because, motives 
of conscience, and, if we know our 
own hearts, a sincere regard to truth 
induce us to prefer our own system 
to theirs; while, at the same time, we 
leave them at liberty, without such 
reproach, to prefer their own to ours. 
—Well aware of the great variety of 
human opinion, we feel for them the 
most sincere and disinterested charity ; 
we hope and trust that though walk- 
ing in different roads, we shall all 
meet at last in happiness, in unity, and 
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in glory. We feel no personal re- 
sentment—no prejudice against them. 
But our system is the system of our 
deliberate choice. This choice to us 
is truth. And genuine charity, which 
we believe to be the indispensable duty 
of every Christian, was never found 
in him who halts between two opinions, 
or is equally indifferent to all. 

Upon this conviction, with our elder 
brethren in the metropolis and other 
parts of the state, we have associated 
for the primitive object of distributing 
the word of God and the church of 
God in close and intimate union. The 
Bible we believe to contain every thing 
necessary to salvation; “that it has 
power to subdue the wickedness of 
man, and that it is destined to force 
its triumphant way, and stand in the 
moral as the sun in the physical fir- 
mament—the source of light—the 
emblem of Divinity. But we also 
believe that the Book of Common 
Prayer is the purest exposition of its 
sublime doctrine that human wisdom 
has ever presented to human weakness. 
It is recommended to our judgment 
by the devotion it inculcates; and 
embalmed in our hearts by the bene- 
diction of our fathers, who sleep in 
death. It is the vestibule through 
which we pass to the altar and worship 
of God.””* 

During the past year your Board 
have purchased thirty-eight Bibles, and 
one hundred and fifty-nine Books of 
Common Prayer; of which twenty 
Bibles and one hundred and fifty-one 


Common Prayer Books have been - 


distributed from the depository of the 
Society. There remain now on hand 
eighteen Bibles and eight Books of 
Common Prayer. 

We should do injustice to our feel- 
ings did we forbear to notice, in this 
public manner, that, at the period when 
the organization of our Society was first 
contemplated, the Society at Albany, 
to which we are Auxiliary, very libe- 
rally gave us information, that they 
would discharge, out of theirown funds, 
25 per cent. towards the payment of 
the books ordered by this Society. 
Their generous munificence has en- 
abled us to purchase and distribute a 

* Christian Journal, yol. i. p. 43, ~ 
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much greater number of books than 
would otherwise have been possible, 
from our very limited finances. 

The annexed Report of the Trea- 
surer will exhibit a detail of receipt 
and expenditure during the past year. 
By this it appears that there is a deficit 
to the amount of four dollars and forty- 
one cents, now due the Treasurer. 
To doubt the liberality of the patrons 
of the Society, to enable eur succes- 
sors in office to liquidate the debt thus 
incurred, and te further the objects of 
the institution, by promoting its use- 
fulness, would be to distrust the pro- 
tection of Providence. 

From the munificence and libera- 
lity of the supporters of our Society 
we anticipate much future usefulness, 
and trust that ere long we shall enjoy 
the happiness of witnessing the mani- 
fold fruits of those seeds which we now 
scatter around us ; and though we can- 
not report to the public the distribution 
of thousands, yet, we humbly trust that 
our mite in the great scale will not 
be wholly disregarded or useless—that 
our feeble efforts in forwarding the 
mighty scheme which is now rapidly 
marching to universal empire—that 
our weak endeavours to assist in cap- 
ping the Christian temple will prove 
acceptable to that Almighty Being 
whose we are, and whom we serve— 
and that, finally, with the residue of 
his faithful people, we may be admit- 
ted to the mansions of the just made 

erfect, and to the full glories of the 
Luwetshy kingdom. 

By order, 
JOSEPH CUYLER, Sec’y pro tem. 


Whereupon, on motion Resolved, 
That the Society very highly approve 
of the Report just read. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
Society be presented to the Board of 
Managers for the faithful and zealous 
discharge of the duties imposed upon 
them. 

Resolved, That copies of this Report, 
together with the proceedings of the 
present meeting, be forwarded to the 
parent Society at Albany—to the edi- 
tors of the Christian Journal, and be 
published in the different papers in 
this village, 
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The Society then proceeded to the 
election of officers for the ensuing 
year, when the following gentlemen 
were chosen. 

Rev. Alexis P. Proal, President 
(ex officio. ) 

Daniel Paris, Vice-President. 

T. A. Stoutenburgh, Correspond- 
ing Secretary. 

J. L. Lobdell, Recording Secretary. 

Aaron Harring, Charles Coan, 
Aaron Fritcher, Abraham Morrell, 
James Lobdell, Wiiliam Yost, Joseph 
Cuyler, Elias Prindle, Jacob Settie, 
Managers. 


——s 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


A short Biography of Col, Robert 
BaknweEL_: in an extract from a 
Sermon preached at his funeral. 


John vii. 17. Lf any man will do his 
will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether 
I speak of myseyf. 

Our deceased friend was a publie 
eharacter, not only known in his native 
town, but as a distinguished member 
of Congress, throughout our whole 
continent. Of his political life and 
other civil qualifications I shall say 
nothing. But concerning the conver- 
sion of his heart to God, and with re- 
ference to his attachment to the doc- 
trines and government of our Church, 
I conceive I should do wrong to be 
totally silent. The narrative I am 
about to relate, may be depended up- 
on, as I had it from his own lips, and 
am prepared to assert that it is sub- 
stantially correct. As his change of 
religious sentiment took place shortly 
after I quitted this country, I should 
imagine it happened about eight years 
agO. 

ee You know,” said he, “ what were 
my former views of the Christian reli- 
gion. I considered it merely as a good 
political engine, and as such nghly 
serviceable to the state, in keeping the 
common people in awe. But I re- 
garded it as nothing more, and had 
imbibed the opinion (as I think of 

Lord Bolinbroke,) that Christianity 

was only a collection of impossible 

precepts, such as no man ever would 
or ever could fulfil. 


“* My mother, being a pious woman, 
used often to try to convince me, not 
only of its truth, but also of its spiri- 
tual efficacy upon the heart. But I 
used to dispute with her upon the sub- 
ject, and thuught I could convict her 
of being mistaken from her own book. 
I had no duubt that she supposed her- 
self to be aChristian; but as the Bible 
required of her what I was assured 
no one could possibly be, I counter- 
acted every text which she brought 
forward by other texts, which seemed 
to me to show that the requisitions 
of the Gospel were far beyond any 
thing that either she or any human be- 
ing living could possibly possess. She 
shed over me many tears, and prayed 
much in my behalf. And if lam now 
brought to the knowledge of God, as 
revealed in the person of his Son, I 
think I owe it, under the divine bles- 
sing, to her supplications. Were I, 
indeed, merely to consult my reasoning 
faculties, it would appear, that I be- 
lieve the Bible only through a proper 
exercise of them ; but when I jeok into 
the word of Ged, [find that it positively 
asserts, that I could only believe aright 
by the supernatural aid of the spirit of 
God. I was, some years ago, in the 
Beaufort Library, and in looking over 
the volumes it contains, I happened 
to put my hands upon Watson’s Apo- 
logy for the Bible, and, takizig it up, I 
read a few pages, and, returning the 
Bovk to the shelf, went homeward. 
As I was walking, the subject I had 
been cursorily perusing, pursued me 
on my way, and I was induced to say 
to myself, * Perhaps Christianity may 
be true? And immediately as that 
thought passed through my mind, 
another instantly succeeded it: ‘ If 
true, it undoubtedly is the most impor- 
tant thing in the world.? Viewing it 
in this light, L was perfectly astonished 
that amidst all my pursuits I had never 
thought it before worth my while to 
give this an investigation. I therefore 
determined to inquire into it, and give 
the subject as fair an examization as 
I possibly could. Having recourse 
to the study of the Bible, and parti- 
cularly to prayer to God, for his illu- 
mination and direction. And the more 
I read, and the more I prayed, the 
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more completely was I convinced that 
Christianity was true, and consequent- 
3y the Bible the word of God. 

“ Andso great isthe revolution which 
has passed upon my mind, that where- 
as I formerly doubted whether Chris- 
tianity was true, my present doubts 
now arise frem a directly opposite 
quarter. Ino longer have any doubts 
whether Christianity be true: but I 
have a great many, whether Christi- 
anity, being true, I aim entitled to any 
of its privileges: whether I have that 
faith and repentance, that life and 
temper, upon which it so strongly in- 
sists ; for the character of the Christian, 
2s pourtrayed in the Gospels and Epis- 
tles, seems so eminently high, that it 
appears impossible to reach it. And 
what much surprises me is,.that I had 
precisely this view of it before I had 
any proper belief in it at all. 

‘© When I compare the declarations 
of God’s word with the thoughts and 
sensations of my own heart, with what 
I know of myself, and what I have seen 
in others, either as it regards the 
Church or the world, I am fully per- 
suaded that none but the Eternal God 
could either know me, or all around 
me, so thoroughly. And if I have 
one sincere wish for the welfare of my 
children, either here or hereafter, it 
is not that they should be rich, wise, 
or learned, but that they should be 
genuine Christians.” 

None of you can be ignorant that 
he was a man of many sorrows, and 
from personal knowledge I can assure 
you that real religion was his dearest 
and highest consolation. 

I have seen him, under the pressure 
ef the severest.of all human calamities, 
retire from my presence, with tears 
in his eyes, to held intercourse with 
his Maker; and I have said to myself, 
* Who would rob this man of the only 
balm to his wounded heart? Who 
would tell him, You are under a 
delusion, your understanding and your 
heart alike deceive you? 

In his last remaining hours he was 
constantly engaged in prayer, and 
although his journey through. the 
dreary valley was clouded with many 
doubts and fears, yet did he express 
the firmest faith in the testimony of 
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the divine word, and the liveliest grati- 
tude for the kind acts of his attending 
friends. 

Shortly before his death, he partook 
of the memorials of the Saviour’s dy- 
ing love with the sweetest satisfaction, 
in charity with all men, and meek re- 
signation to the will of his heavenly 
Father. 

It would be injustice to the Church 
to which we beleng, not to mention the 
powerful support which, under heaven, 
she received from his stability. Youall 
know the time when the controversy 
respecting Infant Baptism was agitat- 
ed with so much warmth. It was not 
long after our deceased friend pro- 
fessed himself a convert to the Chris- 
tian faith; a period when, of all others, 
we are most likely te be turned aside 
by every windof doctrine. Very seri- 
ous attempts were made upon him with 
this express design, and it is highly 
probable that, had they succeeded, our 
opinions would have felt the shock to 
this day, as from his standing in socie- 
ty, his extensive connexions, and ex- 
cellent talents, whatever he both said 
and did, would always have carried 
with it considerable weight. But for- 
tunately for us and for the Church, he 
was a man who always examined 
things for himself, andthe consequence 
was the firmest adherence to the doc- 
trine of Infant Baptism. On this point 
he used confidently to say, that if it 
was once admitted that Abraham was 
a Christian believer, it from thence 
clearly followed, that as his children 
were admitted into covenant with 
God, all the children of his spiritual 
seed were equally entitled to the same 
privilege, which, under the New Tes- 
tament, has never been set aside. 

He was equally stable upon the sub- 
ject of Episcopacy, upon which he was 
likewise assailed withconsiderable zeal, 
but with no success. The letters of 
Dr. Kemp upon this subject (I had it 
from himself,) completely satisfied 
him. And I have heard him say, with 
considerable emotion, that after the 
best inquiries he could make, he was 
grateful to heaven, that he had found 
solid reasons for retaining the religion 
of his forefathers. An eminent inde- 
pendent Minister, having brought him 
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Dr. Miller’s last letters, in his con- 
troversy, for his perusal, (remarking, 
that on his side he thought not one 
word more necessary to be added to 
the discussion, ) Mr. Barnwell demand: 
ed, But has he answered Dr. Kemp? 
And receiving a reply, that he even 
did not think him worth answering, 
he reraarked, that, in his estimation, 
this was the easiest way of disposing 
of him, for, according to his contem- 
plation, he was the most able, tempe- 
rate, and convincing of all Dr. Miller’s 
opponents. 

As the Minister of this Church, I 
may be permitted to express how very 
keenly I feel his loss. ‘Fhe many 
hours of social and religious inter- 
course we have enjoyed together, are 
dear to my memory, and refreshing 
to my heart. They were truly sea- 
sons both of intellectual and spiritual 
gratification, and were afforded with 
the most cheerful benevolence and 
engaging condescension. 

Should there be any person present 
who denies the truth of the Christian 
religion, or doubts its efficacy either 
on the understanding or the heart, I 
would say to him, pause awhile be- 
fore you rest satisfied. Look at the 
case of our deceased friend, for it is 
woithy of yur attention. His intel- 
ligence you dare not deny. What 
was it that made him a Christian? 
Was it to gain the applause of the 
world? The world laughed him to 
scorn. Even in the legislature of this 
state, of which he was for many years 
a most highly distinguished orna- 
ment,* he was openly rebuked with 
the rudest sarcasms for his religious 
principles. We therefore again de- 
mand, What was it that induced him 
to become a sincere Christian? Could 
it be any thing besides conviction of 
the truth? Could it be any thing be- 
sides the efficacy of God’s holy Spirit 
upon his heart ? Or, in the language 
of the text, Was it not, because he 





* Mr. Barnwell had been several times 
a distinguished representative in Congress ; 
and, in this state, as an orator, was thought 
to have no competitor. He took leave of 
public life, in a very pathetic speech, af- 
ter having long held the station of Presi- 
dent of the Senate. 
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did the will of God, and therefore 
knew the nature of the doctrines he 
maintained, their foundation and their 
excellency? What more can I say 
than—* Go and do thou likewise”—~ 
the same grace is offered.to you, and is 
sufficient for you. 


See: 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


We have been favoured with the follow- 
ing notice of the death of Mrs. C——, re+ 
cently deceased. It is‘an extract from a 
sermon preached by her pastor on the 
Sunday following her interment, from 
2 Thess. iii. 5. “The Lord direct your 
hearts into the love of God, and into the 
patient waiting for Christ.” 


This, (patience) at all times neces- 
sary to the Christian, is peculiarly so 
in the hour of tribulation and distress, 
when disease seizes witha commission 
never to quit the tenement of clay, 
until, however slow in its pregress, it 
lays it in the dust ; never to relinquish 
its grasp until the immortal spirit be 
dislodged from its earthly abode—to 
yield to no medecine however skilfully 
administered—to listen to no entrea- 
ties, no matter how earnestly or by 
whomsoever urged—to disregard and 
treat with death-like coldness the most 
affecting considerations of the mater- 
nal tie—to turn inexorable from the 
pathetic scene of children bathed in 
tears, and reiterating from day to day 
around the bed of death, to which they 
cling, the sobs of anticipated bereave- 
ment in the loss gf “her that bare 
them ;”—then, under circumstances 
like these, to possess the soul in pa- 
tience, to have the heart “ directed 
into the love of God and into the pa- 
tient waiting for Christ ;’—then, ah! 
then to possess those consolations and 
supports which are known by those 
only who are acquainted with God, 
and have made their peace with him ; 
to ba refreshed by those streams which 
make glad the holy city; to share 
largely of those comforts of love which 
are in Christ Jesus; to listen—on a 
dying bed, in the midst of the wailings 
and lamentations of husband, children, 
and friends—to listen undisturbed te 
the small still voice from the Father 
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of spirits, saying, Be at peace and of 
good cheer—**i will go down with 
thee unto the grave, and will bring 
thee up again ;”—then to feel 

Hope with uplifted wing set free from earth, 
Paut for the place ot her etherial birth, 

Aud crown the soul, while yet a mourner here, 
With wreaths kke those immortal spirits wear. 


This, my friends, is worth living, is 
worth dying for—and thi§ was the 
state of one—to God be all the glory 
—on whose dying hours he who now 
addresses you ‘ias recently had the 
privilege to attend. But, be it re- 
membered, my brethren, that her 
peace and joy, nay, triumph in death 
—in death, which approached with a 
slow but undeviating step, was not 
the result of a hasty, a hurried prepa- 
ration. No, her heart had been long 
before her last protracted, but mortal 
sickness, directed into the love of God, 
and into a patient waiting for Christ. 
Yes, at a time of life when men are 
most disposed te procrastinate in mat- 
ters of duty —*“ to put off till to-morcow 
the concerns of to-day ;” when they 
ure easily persuaded that there is time 
enough, especially for the purposes of 
religion; even then she could not—did 
not remain careless; slie did not forget, 
but remembered her Creator. She ne- 
ver considered that youth—or beauty 
—a gay disposition—or any ot the nu- 
merous temptations to the vain but de- 
ceitful pleasures of a gay world, con- 
stituted an exemption trom the solemn 
obligation of devoting herself to God 
in holiness and righteousness. In 
whatever way she considered the pe- 
riod of youth, whether as a detached 
and separate portion of life, or as con- 
nected with maturity of years, and in- 
troductory to it~she seemed in either 
case to consider the practice of religion 
as that which alone could constitute 
her truest interest, and prove the most 
certain expedient of promoting her 
happiness on earth, and securing her 
bliss in heaven :—That if God should 
see fit to bring down her strength in 
her journey, and shorten her course, 
as it pleased him to do—if her sun 
should go down before it reached its 
meridian—and it had not passed it ; it 
would inark her course as a happy one, 
and set, as it did, in peace and splen- 
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dour. It is matter of encouragement to 
you, my Christian brethren—it shows 
that God has had, and we hope still 
has his eye on you, as those on whom 
he causes to descend the dew ot his hea- 
venly grace, to make fruittul the seed 
of his word in the heart. That it was 
within these sacred courts of the Lord 
she received, and from time to tune 
nourished, those impressions which 
contributed so much to her happiness 
in life, and laid the foundation of her 
triumph in death—I say triumph, tor, 
during several weeks illness, in the 
whole of which time she knew that she 
Was advancing to meet the last enemy, 
ste did so with a serenity which 
hardly any thing could discompose, 
and with a firmness that nothing could 
shake. So great,so uniform for several 
weeks was her peace—so unshaken 
her irust in God—that upon being 
told it was still possible, and not im- 
probable, before the scene closed she 
weuld experience some conflicts of 
mind, she seemed to be no ways appre- 
hensive. Some days, however, before 
she departed, upon her pastor’sentering 
her room, she said, “1 have had a se- 
vere conflict this morning with the 
enemy of my soul; he endeavoured to 
rob me of my confidence in my God ; 
but I held it fast—have come vif victo- 
rious, and now [’ll shout hosannah; 
and though he sees me, I will still trust 
in Christ my Saviour, and shout hosan- 
nah; and though I wa!k through the 
valley and shadow of death, I will 
cleave to him, and shout hosannah. 
Yes,” here she elevated her voice and 
raised her hand—her countenance, as 
the countenance of an angel—‘ Yes, 
through all eternity I’ll shout husan- 
nah.” 

After this she remained some days 
waiting for the heavenly messenger 
to bear her spirit to the mansions of 
the blessed; during the whole of which 
time she was preserved in a sweet 
and tranquil state of mind. She was 
seen, for the last time, by her pastor 
this morning week, “ when the pins of 
her earthly tabernacle appeared to be 
so completely drawn, and the cordage 
so effectually loosened, that it seemed 
impossible it should not instantly fall. 


Upon being asked, however, if her 
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trust was still in God, she replied 
with emphasis, “ Firm, firm.” The 
last words which she uttered were, 
“Lord Jesus receive my spirit.” 
Having said this, she fell asleep. 
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THE PSALMS. 


Extracts from the New Family Bible now 
publishing by T. & J. Swords, under the 
direction of the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart. 


(The passages within brackets are added to this edition 
by the American editor.) 


Psatm IX. 2 I will be glad and 
rejoice in thee: I will sing praise to 
thy name, O thou most High. 


(Ver. 2. Iwill be glad and rejoice imthee :} 
Christians are taught to “be glad and re- 
joice,” not in abundance of wealth, or ple- 
nitude of power, not inthe pleasures of 
sense or the praise of men, but in God 
their Saviour; and their joy is as far supe- 
rior to the joy of the worldly, as the object 
of one is to thatof theother. Bp. Horne.} 


13 Have mercy upon me, O Lorp ; 
consider my trouble which I suffer of 
them that hate me, thou that liftest 
me up from the gates of death: 


[13. Have mercy upon me, O Lord; &c.} 
The transitions from triumph, as a person 
delivered, to prayer and complaint, as a 
person in distress, and the contrary, are 
very remarkable here, and throughout the 
sequel of the Psalm ; and may seem, to an 
inattentive reader, to give an air of incon- 
sistency to the whole composition. But in 
truth, they are natural and necessary to the 
Psalmist’s situation, hose actual eondi- 
tion was that of the deepest distress, 
while he looked forward with the utmost 
confidence of hope to a distant period of 
ease, enjoyment, and glory. A person so 
situated, could not but talk this mixed 
language of dejection and triumph, as his 
mind transferred its thoughts from the 
sense of present distress to the contem- 
plation of future happiness. Bp. Horsley. | 


17 The wicked shall be turned in- 
to hell, and all the nations that forget 
God. 


The Psalmist here teaches us, that God 
will reign for every and will judge the 
world with righteousness; that he will 
render to the wicked according to their 
works; that all those who forget him 
shall perish; that he will not suffer the 
wicked always to prevail; that he never 
forsakes those that seek him; and that 
the expectation of the sorrowful shall not 
be in vain. These are a 4 which we 
should always retain, which should fill us 
with trust in his name, and strongly en- 
gage us to fear him. Ostervald. 

Von. IV. 
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20 Put them in fear, O Lorn : that 
the nations may know themselves to be 
but men. Selah. 


(90. Put them in fear, O Lord: &c.}. 
Strange, that man, dust in his original, 
sinful by his fall, and continually reminded 
of both, by every thing in him and about 
him, should yet stand in need of some 
sharp affliction, some severe visitation 
from God, to bring him to the knowledge 
of himself, and make him feel who, and 
what he is. But this is frequently the 
case; and when it is, as there are wounds 
which cannot be healed without a previ- 
ous sertirstion of caustics, mercy ig neces- 
sitated to begin her work with an inflic- 


tion of judgment. Bp. Horne.] 

Psatm X. 3 For the wicked boast- 
eth of his heart’s desire, and blesseth 
the covetous, whom the Lorp abhor- 
reth. 

Ver. 3. For the wicked bosteth, &c.] The 
first part of this verse points out that 
alarming symptom of a reprobate mind, a 
disposition to exult and glory in those lusts 
which are the shame and disgrace of hu- 
man nature, whether the world or the 
flesh be their object. The latter clause 
is differently rendered, as implying either 
that “ the wicked blesseth the covetous, 
who God abhorreth,” or that “the wick- 
ed, being covetous, or oppressive, blesseth 
himself, and abhorreth the Lord.” Either 
Way, an oppressing, griping, worldly 
spirit, is characterized, with its direct 
opposition to the Spirit of God, which 
teaches that sin is to be confessed with 
shame and sorrow; that in God alone man 
is to make his boast; and that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive. Bp. 
Horne. 


4 The wicked, through the pride 
of his countenance, will not seek after 
God: God is not in all his thoughts. 


[4. The wicked, through the pride of hie 
countenance, willnot seck after God: ]| The 
counsels of heavea are not known by the 
wicked, because they are not sought af- 
ter; and they are not sought after, be- 
cause of a diabolical self-sufficiency, 
which having taken possession of the 
heart, displays itself in the countenance, 
and reigns throughout the man. He wants 
no Prophet to teach him, no Priest to 
atene for him, no King te conduct him; 
he needs neither a Christ to redeem, nora 
Spirit to sanctify him; he believes no 
Providence, adores no Creator, and fears 
no Judge. Thus he lives a “ stranger 
from the covenants of promise, and with- 
out God in the world,” Epb. ii. 12. O 
that this character now existed only in the 
Psalmist’s description. Bp. Horne. } 

We may learn from this Psalm, Ist. 
— to behold the righteous cause op- 
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pressed, and good men seemingly deserted 
by Heaven, is apt to offend the week, and 
often times stagger those who are strong. 
Qdly. That prosperity begets presumption 
in the wicked; and he who has been long 
accustomed to see his designs succeed, 
begins to think it impossible they should 
ever do otherwise. The long-suffering of 
God, instead of leading such an one to re- 
pentance, only hardens him in his iniquity. 
Sdly. That though “ the wicked saith in his 
heart, Thou wilt not require it,” the faith- 
ful know assuredly, that God behelds all 
that travail and vexation, whieh some in- 
flict, and others sustain, upon the earth ; 
and that he will infallibly recompense to 
the former their deeds,.to the latter their 
sufferings. Bp. Horne. 


Psaim XI. 1 In the Lonp put I 
my trust: how say ye to my soul, Flee 
as a bird to your mountain? 


[Ver. 1. In the Lord put Imy trust: &c.]} 
The Christian, hke David, im perilous 
times, should nfake God his fortress, and 
continue doing his duty in his station; he 
should not, at the instigation of those 
about lim, like a poor, silly, timordus, in- 
constant bird, either fly for refuge to the 
devices of worldly wisdom, or desert his 
post, and retire into solitude, while he can 
serve the cause in which he is engaged. 
Nor, indeed, is there any “mountain” on 
earth out of the reach of care and trouble. 
Temptations are every where; and so is 
the grace of God. Bp. Horne.] 


3 If the foundations be destroyed, 
what can the righteous do? 


3. If the foundations be destroyed, &c.] 
Wher the fundamental laws of the land, 
such as stipulate protection to the subject, 
are subverted by the prince, who ought to 
be the guardian of them, what has the 
persecuted subject to trust to? or what 
can he do, but, as in a state of nature, fly 
to the fastnesses of the mountains for se- 
curity? Green. 

‘his Psalm furnishes us with an exam- 
le of the confidence which the righteous 
feos in the Lord their God, who is their 
sure refuge, even when they are in the 
most deplorable condition, and know not 
what will become of them. It also teaches 
us, that God has his throne in the heavens; 
that he sees and Knows both the good and 
the wicked; that bis soul hates those that 
love unrighteousness; that he will cause 
the fire of his vengeance to fall upon them; 
and, as he is perfectly just himself, he 
loves justice above all things, and always 
favours the upright. Qstervaid. 


Psalm XII. [Of freethinkers ; their cun- 
ning, audacity, and final excision. Bp. 
Horsley. | 

2 They speak vanity every one 
with his neighbour: with flattering 
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lips and with @ double heart do they 
speak. 


[When men cease to be faithful to 
thew God, he whe expects to find them 
so to each other will be much disap- 
pointed. The primitive sincerity will 

company the primitive piety in her 
flight from the earth; and then interest 
will succeed conscience in the regulation 
of human conduct, till one man cannot 
trust another farther than he holds him 
by that tie. Hence, by the way, it is, that 
although many are infidels themselves, 
yet few choose to have their families and 
dependants such: as judging, and rightly 
judging, that true Christians are the only 
persons to be depended on, for the exact 
discharge of social duties. Bp. Horne. ] 


3 The Lorp shal! cut off all flatter- 
ing lips, and the tongue that speaketh 
proud things : 


[3. The Lord shall cut off, &c.] ** Those 
who say,” z. e Jehovah will cut off those 
who say, i e. those who set a resolution to 
talk without restraint, upon the most ab- 
struse subjects, and openly profess to do 
so. “With our tongue will we prevail,” 
rather—with our tongue will we be “ va- 
liant.” Infidels profess to set all authority 
of public opinion and ancient tradition at 
defiance, us the prejudice of education. 
They follow no teacher, human or divine. 
They form their own opinions from their 
own reflections, and they claim a right to 
speak as freely as they think; to propa- 
g:.te and maintain their own notions, how- 
ever opposite to the general belief. Bp. 
Horsley. } 


6 The words of the Lorp are pure 
words: as silver tried in a furnace of 
earth, purified seven times. 


6: The words of the Lord are pure words :} 
The promises which God hath made to me 
and his people have no deceit in them, but 
shall certainly be fulfilled in their season. 
S. Clark. 

[His words are not like those of deceit- 
ful, boasting man, but true and righteous 
altogether. Often have they been put to 
the test, in the trials of the faithful, like 
silver committed to the furnace, in an 
earthen crucible; but like silver in its 
most refined and exalted purity, found to 
contain no dross of imperfection, no alloy 


of fallibility ia them. ‘he words of Je- 


hovah are holy in his precepts, just in his 
laws, gracious in his promises, significant 
in his institutions, true in his narrations, 
and infallible in his predictions. What 
are the thousands of gold and silver com- 
pared to the treasures of the sacred page? 
Bp. Horne. | 

For the consolation of the afflicted and 
poor in spirit, God hath promised, in this 
Psalm, to “ arise, and set them in safty,” 
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or place them ina state of salvation. Such 
all along has been his promise to the 
Church, which, by looking back to the de- 
liverances wrought of old for the servants 
of God, is now encouraged to look for- 
ward and expect her final redemption from 
the scorn and insolence of infidelity. Bp. 
Horne. 


Psatm XIII. 1 How long wilt 
thou forget me, O Lorn? for ever? 
how long wilt thou hide thy face from 
me? 


(Ver. 1. —how long wilt thou hide thy 
face from me?) While God permits his 
servants to continue under affliction, he is 
said, after the manner of men, to have 
“forgotten, and hid his face from them.” 
Bp. Horne. | 

It is observable, that this, and many 
other psalms with a mournful beginning, 
have a triumphant ending ; to show us the 
prevailing power of devotion, and to con- 
vince us that prayer brings with it the 
comforts of heaven, and revives our weary 
spirits, in the gloomy seasons of sorrow 
and temptation. Bp Horne. 


Psatm XIV. 4d The fool hath said 
in his heart, There isno God. They 
are corrupt, they have done abomina- 
ble works, there is none that doeth 
good. 


{ Ver. 1. The fool hath said in his heart, 
&c.| The expressions are general, and 
evidently designed to extend beyond a 
private interpretation. 
the Apostle, Rom. iii. 10, &c. produces 
some passages from it, to evince the apos- 
tacy of both Jews and Gentiles from their 
King and their God, and to prove them to 
be all under sin. In this light, therefore, 
we are to consider it, as characterizing 
the principles and practices of those who 
oppose the gospel of Christ in all ages. 
“ The fool hath said in his heart, there is 
no God.” Infidelity is the beginning of 
sin, folly the foundation of mfidelity, and 
the heart the seat of both. ‘“ Their fool- 
ish heart (says St Paul of the heathen, 
Rom. i. 21,) was darkened.” Thesadcon- 
sequence of defection in principle is cor- 
ruption in practice. ‘“ They are corrupt, 
they have done abominable works, there is 
none that doeth good.” 
the reader may see a full comment, Rom. 
i. 23—32. Bp. Horne.) 

The works of God are so visible to all 
the world, and afford such munifest indi- 
cations of the being and attributes of the 
infinite Creator, that they plainly argue 
the vileness and perverseness of the Athe- 
ist, and leave him inexcusable. For it is 
asign a man is a wilful perverse Atheist, 
that will impute so glorious a work, as the 
creation is, to any thing, yea, a mere no- 
thimg, (as chance is,) rather than to God. 
It is a sign the man is wilfully blind, that 


And, accordingly, . 


On these words 
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he is under the power of the devil, under 
the government of prejudice, lust, and 
passion, not right reason, that will not 
discern what “every one can see, what 
every man may behold afar off,” Job xxxvi. 
25, even the existence and attributes of 
the Creator from his works. Dr. Derham. 





—_————_—_ 

FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 
Observations on the principal Days 
an April, 1820. 

Saturpay, the Ist. 
Easter-Even. 

Durie our Saviour’s last mo- 
ments he offered two short addresses 
to his Father, indicative of a state of 
mind which only can minister support 
and consolation in the hour of death. 
« Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do”*—* Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit.”+ 

The former evinces that love of 
man, and the latter that peace with 
God which are essential to a happy 
death. 

The consideration of our latter end, 
and how it may be rendered happy, 
may very properly occupy us now 
when we commemorate the resting of 
our Saviour’s body in the tomb, and 
the departure of his spirit to that in- 
visibie place, where, in a state of se- 
paration from the body, the soul waits 
reunion with it for judgment and eter- 
nity. 

We have mourned over the unpre- 
cedented sufferings which terminated 
in the death of our Lord, and seen in 
his endurance of them a perfect ex- 
ample of patience, meekness, and re- 
signation. The effects of these vir- 
tures appeared most conspicuous in 
the two ejaculations above noticed, 
the love to man and peace with God, 
evinced by which it is now designed to 
consider as a perfect preparation for 
death. 

As death is our entrance on eterni- 
ty, to which the present time is but 
the passage, for which it is the ap- 
pointed period of preparation, which 
indeed, is the life but just commenced 
on earth—our views, feelings, and 
conduct should all have an especial re- 
gard to that momentous event; we 





* St. Luke xxiii. 34. { Ver. 46. 
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should endeavour to lose sight of this 
world, so far as impartially to consi- 
der how they will appear when we 
are entering eternity. 

This view should especially be 
taken of the hostile, malignant, and 
revengeful tempers which we may be 
disposed to cherish towards fellow 
men. Nothing is more obvious on the 
face of scripture than that these can- 
not comport with happineas hereafter. 
As love is the distinguishing feature 
of Christianity here, so is it the bond 
of union to those who shall reap its 
eternal rewards. A heart estranged 
from it, must for ever be separated 
from that blessed society. An uncha- 
ritable temper at the awful moment 
of passing from the present to the fu- 
ture life, must exclude from all par- 
ticipation of the joys of the latter. 
And in this exclusion is involved not 
only the necessary deprivation of the 
happiness, but also the incurring of 
the miseries of eternity—not only ba- 
nishment from the presence of him 
who “is love,” but condemnation 
with him who foments discord, ani- 
mosity, and il]-will among men, that 
he may bring them to share with him 
their everlasting consequences. 

O how truly lamentable the state 
of that man who enters eternity under 
this influence of the evil one, so ea- 
sily and so generally exercised! How 
awful his state who meets his end, in 
the very act of yielding to the claims 
of these unholy tempers! The soul 
sickens at the thought of the tremen- 
dous consequences. A vain wish invo- 
luntarily arises, that the course of eter- 
nity might be checked, and infinite 
misery abated. But it is too late. All 
probation is at anend. Everlasting 
recompense is wilfully incurred.. To 
his inevitable doom we must leave the 
wretched victim, while another and 
directly opposite view attracts our no- 
tice. See it in the death of him who, 
suffering, from the hands of wicked 
men, the tortures of crucifixion, as 
the consummation of a series of insult 
and cruelty, offers for them the prayer 
— «Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” See it in 
this first martyr, who, in the agony 
of being stoned to death, raises the 
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supplication—* Lord, lay not this sin 
to their charge.”* See it in the death 
of all whose is the mild, forgiving, 
and charitable temper, essential to fi- 
delity as his followers; conscious that 
as they forgive, so only can they be 
forgiven, penitent for their violations 
of Christian love, willing to cover 
with perpetual oblivion those of which 
they have been the objects, and main- 
ly anxious for that perfect harmony 
which heaven affords. 

In order to secure this blessed tem- 
per, so indispensible to happiness here- 
after, at the awful hour when time is 
changed for eternity, it must be assi- 
duously cultivated through life. God 
sees the heart, and if apparent for- 
giveness be but yielding at last to de- 
spair of opportunity of gratifying re- 
venge, and apparent charity but an 
unwonted emotion excited by tlie near 
approach of judgment, they will be, 
with him, nothing worth. Through 
life we must be humble imitators of 
him who hath left “ us-an example, 
that” we * should follow his steps,”’t 
in the patient, long-suffering, and for- 
giving temper which marked them. 

This will, it is true, be repulsive to 
our nature. It will require a mastery 
over ourselves most difficult to be 
gained. It will be amongst the se- 
verest conflicts in the Christian war- 
fare. But let us remember, we shall 
not be left to our own strength, if we 
will avail ourselves of the proferred 
strength ef heaven. This will be 
vouchsafed as a blessing upon our 
faithful use of means. It will be 
increased in proportion to our im- 
provement thereby of our moralagency 
in practising these virtues, and pre- 
paring our minds for them by culti- 
vating the spirit of Christian kindness 
and benevolence, in habitual active 
charity. 

Thus the difficulties will gradually 
diminish. The Gospel will encour- 
age us with the constant conviction 
that we are performing an indispensa- 
ble condition of our forgiveness at 
God’s hand. And in the end, the rich 
gain of consolation at that hour when 
an awiul eternity is opening upon us, 





¢ 1 St. Peter ii. Mt. 


* Acts vii. 60. 
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and the unspeakable gain of advance- 
ment to the regions of everlasting love 
— will more, infinitely more, than com- 
pensate tor all the sacrifices and trials 
of frail humanity to which we have 
been exposed. 

The Gospel forms a beautiful and 
harmonious system. None of its re- 
quisitions can purchase exemption 
from any other. Indeed, none can 
exist in perfeciion without all the 
rest, so intimately are they connected, 
so essential are they to each other. 
The most extensive influence of love 
to man is by no means the whole of 
Christianity. Cherished, however, 
upon Gospei principles, it isintimately 
connected with every part. The di- 
vine grace essential to its perfection, 
as well as to that of every virtue, is to 
be found only in general fidelity to 
Christian requisitions. In this enlarged 
sense only can “its full reward be ex- 
pected. In order to this, therefore, 
there must also be experienced peace 
with God—that blessed state, which, 
resulting from the genuine influence 
of evangelical faith and piety, will en- 
able us, in our last moments, to use 
the language of our divine Exemplar 
—‘‘ Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit.” 

For the attainment of this, it is obvi- 
ous that the spirit must be prepared to 
be received by its Father and its God. 
This truth would be appalling indeed 
to him who has a proper sense of hu- 
man nature—its frailty and corruption 
—-its unfitness, by reason of the pollu- 
tion of guilt, for the favour of God— 
its entire inabilty to remove this unfit- 
ness ; were it not for the blessed doc- 
trines of the Gospel, which reveal a 
method, whereby its frailty and cor- 
ruption may be corrected, the stains 


of its guilt washed out, and grace im- - 


parted, to prepare tie soul for the 
pure and holy presence of its God. 
By cherishing an humble sense of 
our need of a Saviour ; and improving 
the grace which imparts ability to re- 
ceive him who is revealed to us in 
this character, as possessing the united 
divine and human qualifications essen- 
tial to the office—as our Prophet to 
instruct us—our Priest to atone for 
sins of which we could not otherwise 
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hope for pardon, and intercede in our 
behalf for blessings which we could 
not otherwise expect—and our - King, 
requiring union with the spiritual 
kingdom he has instituted, and observ- 
ance of the laws and ordinances therein 
established,—and to show our sincerity 
by embracing the doctrines, and con- 
forming to the religious and moral. 
precepts of his Gospel :—thus we are 
to avail ourselves of the gracious pro- 
vision made to secure the meetness of 
our souls to be commended, when the 
near prospect of eternity would ap- 
pal them, to the holy keeping of our 
God. | 

Who can conceive the exalted pri- 
vilege, who the unspeakable happiness 
of this living faith in the Son of God, 
when the time of the Christian’s de- 
parture has arrived! His sins are par- 
doned through the merits of a divine 
Redeemer—his imperfect services ac- 
cepted through an almighty Interces- 
sor—his soul sanctified and strengthen- 
ed through the influences of the Spirit 
of grace, purchased by the Mediator 
between God and him':—thus, though 
disclaiming all dependance on his own 
righteousness, in the righteousness of 
Christ is his sure trust. By that he is 
rendered meet forinheritance with the 
saints in light. By that he is enabled, 
amid all the pains of body, and all the 
efforts of spirits of darkness to shake 
his confidence,—to look up, and with 
lively faith, and a hope full of immor- 
tality, address his reconciled God— 
“Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit.” 

Christian reader, remember, that 
like thy Saviour’s bedy now slum- 
bering in the tomb, thine must lay 
there too. Like his soul, now in 
the place of departed spirits, thine 
must go thither also. Ere thou art 
aware, this awful change may take 
place. From that tomb, thy body is 
to rise again. Shall it be to the re- 
surrection of life, or to the resurrec- 
tion of damnation? From that inter- 
mediate state thy soul will be called, 
and reunited to the body, that thou 
mayest thus appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ. From that tri- 
bunal two sentences will proceed— 
one calling the righteous to heaven— 


‘ 
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the other dooming the wicked to hell. 
Which shall pass on thee? It is for 
thee now to determine. Very soon it 
may be too late for ever. 


Sunpay, the 2d. 
Easter-Day. 

This day the Church bids her pious 
members dry the tears with which 
they witnessed the sufferings and 
death of Christ, and welcome him risen 
from the dead. 

We may consider the proofs which 
support the fact of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion—the connexion of that event 
with the evidences of the truth of his 
religion, and his own divinity; with 
his office of Redeemer; and with the 
hope of our resurrection—and, lastly, 
we should make the improvement, 
if it be urged by Scripture and the 
Church, as significant of our rising 
from death unto sin to newness of life. 

The resurrection of Christ is sup- 
nese by evidence as strong as any 

istorical fact can possess. 

There is ample proof, from a va- 
riety of sources, that the accounts of 
this event given by the Evangelists, 
were given at the very time, and in 
the very place, they profess to have 
been; and that the same account was 
then and there given by all the apos- 
tles. 

At Jerusalem, therefore, where it 
was publicly known that Jesus Christ 
had been crucified, twelve men unite 
in declaring that be had risen from 
the dead, and had eaten and conversed 
with them for forty days. Another 
person, afterwards become a convert 
to the religion connected with this 
fact. appeals to more than two hun- 
dred and fifty living witnesses of his 
resurrection * This is declared in 
the very ears of the governor who had 
condemned him, of the soldiers who 
had executed him, of a distinguished 

citizen who, they declared, had had 
him buried in his own tomb, and of 
the watch who, they asserted, Had 
been placed, by public authority, to 
guard the sepulchre, for the express 





* “The greater part of above five hun- 
dred brethren, of whom,” St. Paul declares 
1 Cor. xy. 6, “ He was seen at once.” 
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purpose of préventing the stealing of 
his body under pretence of a resurrec- 
tion. ‘They asserted that this guard 
had experienced an earthquake, and 
seen an angel roll back the stone from 
the mouth of the tomb, so that they 
were panick struck, and became as 
dead men. They declared that upon 
an account of the matter being given 
by the watch, they were bribed by 
the chief priests to say, that while they 
slept, the disciples stole the body; and 
that in order to secure them from the 
severe punishment consequent on such 
dereliction of duty, the priests under- 
took to conciliate the governor. From 
the tomb thus thrown open they de- 
clared that their Lord had risen. 

A record of these circumstances has 
been handed down to our day, and 
not a vestige of cotemporary contra- 
diction is to be found. 

Let us suppose that now, and in 
the place of our residence, such a 
story is publicly and confidently assert- 
ed; that twelve men unite to declare 
that a man executed by the civil au- 
thorities, and in the presence of mul- 
titudes, was buried in the tomb of some 
well known person of distinction, and 
his remains guarded by a band of sol- 
diers ; that these soldiers had witnese- 
ed supernatural interposition to rescue 
him from the grave, and been bribed 
to give a false account of the affair, 
and accuse themselves of remissness, 
which was severely punishable. Let 
us suppose adeclaration of these things 
publicly made and recorded, and yet, 
though the whole is a fabrication, suf- 
fered to go into the world, and to de- 
scend to posterity without denial. 
The supposition is too obviously and 
palpably absurd to be one moment 
cherished. The absence of counter- 
evidence is a positive proof that the 
resurrection of Christ did occur. 

Again: the fact of Christ’s resur- 
rection was made by the preachers of 
his religion, its fundamental article. 
The whole system they promu!ged 
was made to rest uponit. But for that 
fact, they declared all their “ preach- 
ing,” and the “ faith” of their followers, 
to be “vain.”* They derived from 





* 1 Cor. xy. 14. 
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it all their comfort and support. C- m- 
fort and support, indeed, unspeakable 
must have necessarily flowed from 
certainty that their Master had risen. 
No impesition, and no possible stretch 
of imagination, could have preduced 
belief on this subject contrary to fact. 
That twelve men should have been 
deluded into the belief of holding con- 
verse for forty days, with one with 
whom they had been cn ternis of in- 
timacy for three years, will not,surely, 
be imagined. ‘There could have been 
nothing but most hardened deception 
in their declaring that Christ had 
risen, if he had not. Is it, then, pos- 
sible that knowing themselves to be 
such base deceivers and impostors, 
they could have borne up under the 
severe persecutions, and cheerfully 
submitted to the agonizing deaths to 
which their religion exposed them ? 
Believing that their Lord had risen 
—and their belief could not but have 
been founded in reality—they might 
naturally be expected to be encour- 
aged and animated. Supposing this 
fact, we may reasonably conclude that 
supernatural fortitude would have 
been imparted to them. But every 
dictate of common sense forbids the 
opinion, that if the apostles were the 
deceivers, they must have been, upon 
the opposite supposition, they would 
have persevered against the extreme 
difficulties which they had to encounter. 
The resurrection ef Christ, therefore, 
must have occurred. 

Be, then, Christian, thy faith in this 
cardinal fact celebrated by the Church 
in the animating services of this chief 
of her festivals, firm and unshaken. 
See in it decisive evidence of the truth 
of thy holy religion, and of the divinity 
of thy Lord. 

The connexion between this fact, 
and the truth of Christianity, is too 
immediate and obvious to need eluci- 
dation. That the issues of life and 
death are with God alone, none who 
own his being will deny. In the re- 
surrection, therefore, of the Founder 
of Christianity from the dead, we have 
evidence, which no artifice can gain- 
say or resist, of approval of him on 
the part of God. Otherwise he never 
would have been permitted to leave 
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the tomb, and promote still more effec- 
tually the cause of his religion. 
Throughout the whole of his ministry 
he had professed to deciare the will of 
God, to preach a religion dictated by 
divine wisdom. If this were not so— 
if his religion were false, were not 
agreeable to the divine will,—it was an 
imposture; and then, by his resurrec- 
tion, God himself interposed to aid the 
fraud. This should be seriously con- 
sidered by every honest man who be- 
lieves in the existence of a Great Su- 
preme, 

Again: he in whose resurrection 
from the dead, we this day contem- 
plate the clear and unquestionable tes- 
timony of divine approbation, was 
heard to use these singular expressions 
— “I and my Father are one”*— 
“Believe the works, that ye may 
know and believe that the Father is 
in me, and I in him”’t—*He that 
seeth me, seeth him that sent me” 
—‘ He that hath seen me, hath seen 
the Father”’§—“I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me.”|| He was 
heard to advance pretensions to the 
peculiar divine prerogative of giving 
life, in the following strong and clear 
terms—“ Destroy this temple” (“He 
spake of his body”) “ and in three days 
I wint RAtsE rr uP”4[/—“T lay down 
my life, that I micHT TAKE IT AGAIN. 
I HAVE POWER TO TAKE IT AGAIN.” ** 

Now in what light would common 
sense, reason, and religion compel us. 
to regard such expressions uttered in 
our hearing by fellow men? What 
would we think of the minister of re- 
ligion who should use them?—Ah! 
with what do they charge the Author 
of Christianity, who must believe him 
to have uttered these expressions, 
containing so positive a claim to di- 
vine nature and perfections, to equal- 
ity with the Almighty Father, to the 

ower of giving life, and yet regard 

im as @ Mere man, or as a creature 
of any grade! Alas! with what do they 
charge God himself, when they repre- 
sent him to have suffered a mere man, 
or any created being, who raised pre- 
tensions, nothing short of the extreme 





* St. John x. 30. Tf Ver. 38. 
+ St. John xii. 45. § xiv. 9 


|| Ver. 11. 
q St. John ii. 19, 21. 


** x, 17, 18. 
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of blasphemy, to have that unequivo- 
cal expression of his approbation— 
the being restored from death to life. 
Christians! is it a light matter to 
be indifferent on this head ?—O think 
of the consequences, and when you 
celebrate this joyful festival, delight, 
in conformity to the clear instructions 
of the Gospel, aid the faith of primi- 
tive times, and of the Catholic Church 
in all ages, to address your hallelujahs 
to the risen Saviour, as to a risen 
God, to him, who, by virtue of his di- 
vinity, revived his human body, by 
reuniting with it his human soul, 
and thus burst the bands of death, and 
triumphed over the grave. 


Monpay, the $d. 
Monday in Easter-Week. 


The resurrection of Christ may be 
considered in connexion with his office 
as our Redeemer. 

Had he not risen, after his many 
declarations that he would rise, all his 
professions of being the Messiah must 
have been imposture ; for then, it had 
been clear that he was but a false 
prophet, and that his pretensions to 
ibe divine nature ascribed to Messiah 
by ancient prophecy, were but blas- 
phemous deception. On his rising, 
then, his character depended. But 
for that one fact, the “ preaching” of 
his religion, “and faith” in his doc- 
trines, were “ vain.”* 

But that he did rise, shows that 
preaching to be indeed the declaring 
of the will of heaven ; and that faith 
to be indeed unto salvation; for thus 
the seal of heaven is set to the truth 
of his pretensions, and we know assur- 
edly that the atonement he declared 
should be made by his sufferings and 
death is accepted by the Father. 

Interesting view of the resurrection 
of our Lord! The return to earth 
of the hnman nature in which he of- 
fered the great sacrifice for sin, is a 
pledge that it is accepted. The retura 
to earth of the human nature in 
which was endured the severe conflict 
with death and hell, is a glorious dis- 
play of victory. 


—_— 





ee 
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* 1 Cor XVi 14, 
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Therefore, when the devout mem- 
bers of the Church engage im her pre- 
sent solemnities, let the ardour and 
liveliness of their faith be increased 
by meditating on him “ who,” as he 
“was delivered for our offences, was 
raised again for our justification ;”t 
to certify us of the acceptance of his 
atonement ; and to prepare for passing 
into-the heaveus in the human nature 
in which he had fulfilled the priest’s 
office of rendering sacrifice, to con- 
summate it by there exhibiting his all 
meritorious blood, and interceding for 
the blessings it was shed to procure. 
Let them heartily unite in the songs 
with which the daughter of Zion 
would hail her Lord and her God, now 
when he comes from the execution of 
his redeeming office, tu bring the glad 
tidings, that it has been A A 
that the Almighty Father owns his 
atonement as suflicient, and accepts his 
obedience as the price of mercy; 
that, therefore, he has “to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening 
of the prison to them that are bound” 
under the cruel tyranny of sin, and 
death, and hell; “to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord, to com- 
fort all that mourn,” and “ give un- 
to them beauty for ashes, the oil of 
joy for mourning, the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness.” 

The sufficiency of Christ’s redeem- 
ing love ministers to his faithful peo- 
ple all the rich consolation flowing 
from the assurances that he “is be- 
come the first fruits of them that 
slept”—that since by man came death, 
by man came also the resurrection of 
the dead”—that “as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive. "} 

Yes: the dominion of death is but 
temporary, the victory of the grave 
has been destroyed by the mighty 
power ef the Son of God. In de- 
scending to the tomb, his people know 
that there is only deposited for a while, 
as seed in the ground waiting the pro- 
gress of vegetation, that body which, 


“sown in corruptien,” to through | 
P pass § 


the humbling process that brings it te 
its parent earth—will be “ raised in 


tT Rom. iv. 25. + Isa. Ixi. 1, 2, 3. 
§ Cor. xv. 20, 21, 22. 
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incorruption,” never again to experi- 
ence decay; ‘sown in dishonour,” 
unfit to retain the place on earth 
which knew it—will be “ raised in 
glory,” meet for admittance into hea- 
ven; ** sown in weakness,” exposed to 
the painful and debilitating influence 
of disease and age—will be “ raised 
in power,” to enjoy the vigour of eter- 
nal youth and health ; “ sown a natu- 
ral body,” with an organization re- 
quiring for its preservation the satisfy- 
ing of innumerable wants, and com- 
pelled, at length, to prove their in- 
sufficiency, by yielding to its destruc- 
tion—will be “raised a spiritual 
body,”* infinitely removed from these 
necessities, changed to a sitness for that 
state into which “ flesh and blood can- 
not enter,’’+ and secure for ever from 
dissoluti:n. 

Sanctify this holy season, Christian 
reader, and gather from it the com- 
fortable assurance, that when the re- 
mains of pious relatives and friends 
are committed to the cold earth, it is 
only to sleep there for a while, that 
they may awake after the likeness of 
the Son of God; draw from it the 
hope, full of immortality, that when 
thy body is forsaken by the spirit, and 
given to corruption, it is destined to 
be changed and “ fashioned like unto” 
the “ glorious body” of thy ascended 
Lord.{ Welcome from the domain 
of the king of terrors, the mighty. 
Conqueror who brings these glad tid- 
ings of a rest in hope. 


Tvespay, the 4th. 
Tuesday in Easter-Week. 


In meditating on the joyful resur- 
rection of the righteous, we must not 
forget to bear in mind the lamentable 
reverse of their case who love not the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

They, tov, are to rise from their 
sleep of death; but it will be to the 
resurrection of damnation—it will be 
to stand before that judgment seat 
whence is to proceed the awful sen- 
tence—Vepart, ye cursed, into ever 


lasting fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels. 





* 1Cor xv. 42, 43, 44. 
¢ Philip. iii. 21. 
Vo. IV. 


¢ Ver. 50. 
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This life is the state of probation in 
which men are to determine their 
portion at the hour of death and in 
the of day judgment. Awful responsi-’ 
bility ! Heaven and hell are the ob- 
jects between which the choice is to 
be made. Can reasonable and reflect- 
ing beings hesitate ?—O what shall we 
dv to be saved ? 

Salvation is solely the purchase and 
the gift of Christ. It will be their’s 
only who arehis. “If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature.” Here, 
then, is the only criterion by which 
we can judge who have a right to hope 
in Christ—who can expect to attain 
to the resurrection of life that he has 
purchased, and be saved through him. 

Let us then direct our most serious 
attention to that improvement of 
Christ’s resurrection, as an emblem 
of the Christian’s dying from sin and 
rising to newness of life, which the 
Scriptures make, and which is urged 
upon our regard by the Church. 

In the 6th chapter of his Epistle to 
the Romans, ver. 4, and the 2d of that 
to the Colossians, ver. 12, St. Paul 
speaks of the effect of baptism as a 
burial with Christ. It is obvious 
from various other parts of the saered 
writings, that by baptism there is ef- 
fected the removal of the subject 
from a state of nature to a state of 


grace—from a state in which there is | 


no title to divine mercy, to a covenant 
relation to God in which a title is gra- 
ciously given by him, and which is 


the appointed mode of enjoying all. 


the spiritual and eternal blessings of 
the Gospel.|| This so great change is 
fitly termed in Scripture and by the 
Church, a new birth or regeneration. 
Inasmuch as it brings us into that 
state in which it is appointed that 
grace shall be enjoyed for spiritual 
and eternal life. And in reference to 
this fact of baptism being a removal 
from one to a totally different state, 
a departure from that state in which 
we are placed by nature, and an en- 
trance on that to which we are admit- 
ted by grace,—that holy ordinance 
has applied to it the figurative ap- 

§ 2€or v. 17. 

|| See Christian Journal, vol. fi. p. 140, 
141. 
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pellation of a burial or death, as pre- 
paratory to that state into which we 
pass from another, 

It should be remembered that the 
change now supposed necessarily, and 
in al! cases, to attend a valid bap- 
tism, is one simply of state or condi- 
tion; such a change as insures salva- 
tion upon faith, repentance, and obe- 
dience, through the merits of the Me- 
diator of the covenant into which it is 
admission; as enforces the perform- 
ance of these conditivns from consi- 
deration of the awful guilt of forsak- 
ing the covenant of our God, and 
the sore condemnation that must en- 
sue. 

This regeneration, therefore, this 
resurrection to another state of being, 
contains a most powerful call to the 
improvement of the grace offered in 
this state, by that moral change which 
consists in newness of life, in dying 
unto sin and rising again unto righte- 
ousness. As we were “buried with” 
Christ “ by baptism into death ;” so 
“like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the gl ry of the eather, 
we also should walk in newness of 
life 93m 

This is the only test of Christian 
consistency. It is atest by which we 
are to satisfy ourselves that we are 
faithful in the covenant with our 
God; and by which, in the humble 
and unostentatious shining of the 
light of our good works before men, 
we are to promote his honour. 

The necessity of this change is 
found in that lamentable state of de- 
pravity and corruption of the natural! 
man, whereby his “ carnal mind is en- 
mity against God,” being under that 
influence of corrupt appetites, passions, 
and affections which hinders its being 
“ subject to the law of God: so” that 
“ they that are in the flesh,” i. ¢. are 
swayed by those appetites, passions, 
and affections, and not “led by the 
Spirit of God, cannot please God.”’+ 
They “ must put off” this “ old"man, 
which is corrupt according to the de- 
ceitful lusts, and ba renewed in the 
spirit of” their “ mind, and put on the 
new man, which, after God, is created 


cate 
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in righteousness and true holiness.” 
Without this, «ur baptismal privilege, 
of being brought into covenant with 
Ged, will prutit us nothing, and must, 
indeed, increase «ur condemnation. 
Without this, all hope of being bene- 
fitted by the mediation of Christ is 
presumptuous, and we must be left to 
perish in our own sins. It is then a 
matter of as much consequence as 
eternity can impart, to know whether 
we are subjects of this newness of life. 
The only criterion by which to judge 
is the Scripture definition of that 
change. No where is this more con- 
cisely, and, at the same time, compre- 
hensively given, than in the declara- 
tion of the Apostle—“ If ye, then, be 
risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God. Set your 
affection on things above, not on things 
on the earth.”’h 

When heaven and heavenly things 
are the objects of our supreme affec- 
tion and care, and in humility of heart, 
we seek them in the way Christ has 
appointed; when we sacrifice to this 
Christian temper vanity and pride— 
inordinate desire, and undue efforts 
for the honours, pvssessions, and plea- 
sures of the world-——and unchristian 
regard for the opinions of men; when 
itsinfluence thoroughly controls us, and 
appears in the careful discharge of all 
the duties we owe to God, our neigh- 
bours, and ourselves ;—then, and then 
only can we hope to be subjects of 
the reward prepared for those who 
die from sin, and rise again unto 
righteousness. And this blessed state 
ean be attained only by the grace of 
God promised to accompany true and 
living faith in the merits of his Son. 
For this let the interesting improve- 
ment of Christ’s resurrection now 
suggested, excite the warm desire, and 
anumate the zealous efforts of the 
members of the Church. Then, enly,; 
can they properly participate in her 
present joyful celebrations ; and then 
will they be animated in them by the 
exalted biessings and privileges they 
bring to view, and the cheering hopes 
that they inspire. 





= 


* Rom. vi. 4, Rom. viii. 7, 8, 14. 


} Ephes. iv. 22, 23, 24. 


§ Col. iii, 1. 
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Tvuespay, the 25th. 
St. Mark the Evangelist. 


Of the saint to whose memory this 
day is consecrated, very little is re- 
corded in Scripture. Commentators 
differ as to the identity «f the several 
Marks mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment with the Evangelist. There is 
very respectable authority, however, 
for considering him as the person al. 
luded to in each place. If this is the 
case, we learn of him, from the inspir- 
ed pages, the following facts. 

he had the inestimable happiness 
and advantage of a pious mother, for 
there is mention made of “ many” be- 
ing “gathered together praying” at 
her “house.”* There being then 
few, if any, convenient public places 
of worship, the religious assemblies 
of Christians were held at the houses 
of such of their number as had the 
piety and ability to afford accommo- 

ations. 

He was a near relative of St. Bar- 
nabas,? and is styled by St. Peter his 
“son."t This epithet was probably 
used in the same sense in which St. 
Paul calls Timothy his son, alluding 
to St. Mark’s having been instructed by 
St. Peter in the Christian faith, admit- 
ted by him into the ministry, and per- 
haps exercising its functions under his 
more immediate directions. In a part 
of their juint ministry, he travelled 
with St. Paul and St. Barnabas.§ © 

In the fifteenth chapter of Acts we 
have one of the numerous evidences 
holy writ affords of the impartiality of 
its penmen, and their entire removal 
from the efforts to maintain their 
cause by concealing the faults of its 
principal advocates, which impostors 
would not fail to exhibit. Reference 
is now made to the “sharp contention” 
that existed between St. Paul and St. 
Barnabas, in consequence of the 
wish of the latter to have the saint of 
this day for their travelling compa- 
nion. St. Paul objected upon the 
ground of his former remissness. 
The result was the separation of these 
two eminent men. 

It would be irrelevant to debate, at 


* Acis xii. 12. Col. iv. 10. 
+1 St. Peter y. 13. Acts xiii. &c. 
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present, on the circumstances of this 
most unfortunate affair, 11 is delight- 
ful, however, to perceive the Christian 
temper with which this dispute wag 
terminated, and the honourable testi- 
mony which St. Paul still bore to the 
character of our Evangetist. Both 
are exhibited in his recommending 
him to the kind attention of the Co- 
lossians, as his fellow-worker, “ which” 
had “been a comfort unto” him ;}] 
and in his desiring Timothy to “ bring 
Mark with” him, alleging that “he” 
was “ profitable to” him “ for the mi- 
nistry.] 

Such are the scanty materials of 
the history of this Evangelist furnished 
by the inspired pages. From early 
ecclesiastical history we learn of him 
more fully, that he was a Jew of the 
tribe of Levi. Jvhn is supposed to 
have been his only original name, 
that of Mark being a Roman sirname, 
taken, according to the then prevail- 
ing custom, upon his going to Rome, 
where he exercised his ministry, for 
some time, and wrote his Gospel. 
He was a great deal with St. Peter in 
the character of an amanuensis and 
interpreter. The latter, and indeed 
principal part of his ministry was spent, 
with eminent success, in Alexandria 
and other parts of Egypt. The festi- 
val of Easter was at the same period 
of the year with one celebrated by 
the Egyptians in honour of one of 
Their minds 
had long harboured emotions of jea- 
lousy and hatred towards the Evan- 
ep for the success with which he 

ad encountered their religion. ‘The 
rites in which they were now engaged 
filled them with zeal amounting to 
phrensy. In the excitement thus 
caused, they rushed upon the Evan- 
gelist, while celebrating the chief 
Christian festival, and dragging him to 
death through the streets, afterwards 
burned his body.—Blessed saint! It 
was only thy body on which their 
cruel malice could be exercised. Thy 
soul, rejoicing in the triumphs of 
martyrdom, went to be with Christ, 
whom, in an eminent sense, thou hadst 
confessed on earth. 

His Gospel is the only writing of St. 

jjCol. iv. 10, 11. 2 Tim. iv. 11. 
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Mark that is preserved. It should se- 
cure for his name and character a 
distinguished place in the memory of 
the Church. Upon whom, of all the 
human race, should we look with 
reater reverence and love, whom 
Fold in higher honour, than those 
who were God’s chosen instruments 
in revealing to the world the last and 
most perfect dispensation of his grace! 
Butlet us weigh well the awful truth, 
that they will rise up in judgment 
against us, if, with the unspeakable 
advantages afforded by their labours, 
we take their praises upon our lips, 
while our hearts are far from the 
sanctifying influence of the religion 
they inculcated, in which they found 
their joy, and which was their pass- 
port through the changes and chances 
of this mortal life, to the unchangeable 
glories and felicities of eternity. 











FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


The New-York Bible and Common 
Prayer Book Society. 


Tue annual meeting of the New- 
York Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Society was held in Trinity 
Church, New-York, on Tuesday, 
February 29, when was read 


The tenth Annual Report of the Beard 
of Managers. 

In submitting a statement of their 
proceedings during the past year, the 
attention of the Board of Managers is 
first directed to the fidelity with which 
a committee of their number have 
prosecuted the soliciting of increased 
patronage. The result appears in a 
collection of $695; so that the per- 
manent fund, which was reported 
last year to amount to $4514 85, is 
now $5157 35; and the disposable 
sum, this year, is $599 40; whereas 
it amounted, last year, only to $285 
47. 

Among the members, however, of 
several of the congregations in the 
city, the subscription books have not 
yet been circulated. It is expected 
that this will be done early in the 
present year. It is hoped that the 
advantage attending subscription to 
this Society (the procuring, at so low 


New York Bible and Common Prayer Book Society. 
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a rate, of octavo Prayer Books) will 
insure full success to the applica- 
tion. 

Five hundred dollars have been re- 
cently appropriated, in equal parts, to 
the purchase of Bibles and Prayer 
Books for gratuitous distribution. 

One hundred and fifty-eight Bibles, 
and 475 Prayer Books have been 
distributed during the past year. 
Since the institution of the Society, in 
1809, it has gratuitously distributed 
2714 Bibles, 500 New Testaments, 
and 4492 Prayer Books; making an 
aggregate of 7706 volumes. 

Such a number of such volumes, 
we may gratefully hope, have not 
gone in vain inte the world. The 
knowledge, so necessary to salvation, 
of the Word and Church of God, which 
they impart—the sound doctrine, the 
pure morals, the evangelical order, 
and the holy worship, in which they 
are calculated to interest the under- 
standing and the affections, we cannot 
doubt, have produced, and are continu- 
ing to produce, through the divine 
blessing, fruit unto holiness here, and 
everlasting happiness hereafter. 

It, surely, is no small honour to 
aid the Church of God in promoting 
the opjects for which she was appointed, 
his glory, and the spiritual and eternal 
good of men. It, surely, is a most 
interesting consideration that, by so 
doing, we make to our heavenly Father 
an offering of his own gifts that he 
has been pleased to promise he will 
accept and bless.—These privileges 
our Society confers upon her mem- 
bers. Recognizing the Church as an 
institution, divinely established, for 
preserving and extending pure and 
undefiled religion, she consecrates her 
efforts to making it instrumental in 
disseminating a knowledge of the 
“holy writ, of” which it “ is a witness 
and keeper”*—in recommending that 
“truth, of” which it is “the pillar 
and ground”+—and bringing men into 
that connexion with “the body of 
Christ,” in which is to be preserved 
“unity of the faith, and of the know- 
ledge of the Son of God ;” in which 
is the only security against being 





* 29d Article of Religion. ¢1 Tim. iii. 15 
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“carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie 
in wait to deceive ;” and in which, 
“fitly joined and knit together,” 
grace derived from “Christ the 
Head” ministereth “ nourishment unto 
edifying,” unto “ the perfecting of the 
saints,” and increasing “ with the in- 
crease of God,’ till there be attained 
“the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ.”* 

Such are the comprehensive and 
infinitely momentous ohjects of our 
institution. To place within human 
reach these inestimable blessings, the 
Son of God took our nature, suffered, 
and died. To enable men to attain 
to them, the Holy Ghost offers the di- 
recting, sanctifying, and aiding influ- 


ences purchased by the Redeemer’s . 


merit.—We may contribute to bring 
to our perishing fellow creatures a 
knowledge of these blessings, to inte- 
rest them in seeking them, to draw 
them to an humble and faithful use of 
the means appointed for their attain- 
sent.—Will we be remiss ?—Civil 
Society dreading the ills of infidelity, 
vice, and ignorance—the Church, 
asking of her members to give every 
facility to securing the full benefits 
designed by her establishment—im- 
mortal souls, in danger of losing the 
happiness, and incurring the awful 
condemnation ef eternity—our God 
calling on his intelligent creatures 
not to be indifferent to his honour, on 
his redeemed ones, to interpose in res- 
cuing the cross from being despised, 
and the blood of the covenant from 
being counted an unholy thing, and on 
those who have experienced the sanc- 
tifying influences of his grace, to feel 
for them who, unrenewed in the spirit 
of their minds, are going to perdi- 
tion :—these, in accents such as infinite 
importance dictates, put to the con- 
science of each one the serious inquiry 
—Wilt thou be remiss? 
Signed by order of the Board, 
J. H. HOBART, President. 
Attested, 

Bensamin T. Onverponk, Secretary. 
New-York, February 23d, 1820. 





*Ephes, iv. 12—16. Col. ii, 19. 
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The above Report having been ac- 
cepted, the Society proceeded to the 
election of ten laymen, to be associated 
with the Bishop and Clergy of the 
city as the Board of Managers for 
the ensuing year. The following 
gentlemen were chosen :—Matthew 
Clarksen, John Onderdonk, John Sli- 
dell, Henry Rogers, George Dominick, 
Gulian Ludlow, Isaac Carow, Richard 
Whiley, Henry M‘Farlan, Richard 
Platt. 

At a meeting of the Board on Fri- 
day, March 3, the Rev. Benjamin T. 
Onderdonk was elected Secretary, 
Gulian Ludlow Treasurer, and 
Henry M‘Farlan Agent. 

,—_______} 
From the Episcopal Magazine. 
The Second Report of the Managers 
of the Common Prayer Book Socie 
ety of Pennsylvania. 


Tue anniversary meeting of the 
Common Prayer Book Society of 
Pennsylvania was held in St. James’s 
Church, on Tuesday, the 25th of 
January, at 7 o’clock in the evening. 
The report of the Board of Managers, 
giving an account of their proceedings 
during the past year, was read. 

REPORT. 

The managers of the “Common 
Prayer Book Society of Pennsylva- 
nia,” in compliance with the duty im- 
pesed upon them by the constitution, 
present to the subscribers this their 
second annual report. 

In the month ef February last, be- 
ing apprised by the committee having 
the charge of that business, that the 
first edition of the 8vo. Prayer Book 
was nearly distributed, the board gave 
directions to have a second edition of 
a thousand copies put to press, and 
when printed, to be placed in the 
hands of their agent, under the direc- 
tion of the distributing committee. 
In the course of a few weeks the se- 
cond edition was printed, which, to- 
gether with the books remaining on 
hand at the close of the preceding 
year, furnished for the operations of 
the society 1038 copies. 

Of this number there have been 


exchanged for smaller books, 150 
Distributed to members of the 
society, ' 302 
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Delivered to orders of commit- 


tee of distribution, 202 
Sold, - . - 15 
Leaving at present on hand, 364 

1033 

Of the 12mo. book there have been 
delivered 
To orders of committee for dis- 

tribution, 521 
Sold, 79 

600 


In consideration of the increasing 
demand for the small book, for the 
supply of Sunday Schools and other 
places, the Board have purchased of 
a gentleman in this city four thousand 
copies, at a very reduced price, al- 
most all of which remain on band, 

The board of managers would con- 
gratulate the members of the society, 
for having succeeded in establishing 
an institution which promises effectu- 
ally to supply the demand for Prayer 
Books within our own state. Since 
the beginning of the year 1818, there 
have been distributed to subscribers and 
others, upwards of sixteen hundred 
octavo books, and nearly the same 
nuiaber of 12mo. making together 
three thousand two hundred. A large 
proportion of these itis probable would 
not have got into use, in the ordinary 
mode of purchase. Measures have 
been taken to give general informa- 
tion to all the churches in the diocess, 
stating the objects of the society, and 
the terms upon which books may be 
obtained. Whenever the congrega- 
tions throughout the state shall have 
regular ministrations, and be led to 
understand the peculiar excellence of 
our public ritual, we may hope that 
the advantages afforded by such a so- 
ciety will be rightly appreciated. 

The managers confidently hope 
that the friends of the society will 
continue to encourage its operations 
by their annual subscriptions and 
other contributions. Tor afew years 


it will be necessary to depend upon 
the liberality of the pious members 
of the church; but when the debt 
contracted in the purchase of the ste- 
reotype plates, &c. shall be paid, and 
the sale of books increased, there is 


A Thought on the Efficacy of Prayer. 
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little doubt that the society will be 
able to depend upon its returns, to de- 
fray the ordinary expenses. 

The beard will take this opportu- 
nity to urge upen the members of the 
society the propriety of making exer- 
tion to increase the number of its pa- 
trons. The subscription list is yet 
very small, in proportion to the im- 
portance of the object in view; and 
there cannot but be many who only 
need to be informed that their assist- 
ance is wanted, and they will be glad 
to encourege such an undertaking. 
Every Episcopalian who wishes to 
supply himself or his family with 
Prayer Books, will find advantage in 
purchasing of the society; and every 
well wisher to the institutions of the 
church of which he is a member will 
derive a satisfaction from reflecting 
that he has lent his aid in the support 
of an association generally useful. 

By order of the Board, 
Wa. Titcuman, President. 


The following is a list of the Board 
of Managers for the present year: 
President, William Tilghman; 
Vice-Presidents, Daniel Smith, Rich- 
ard Dale, Charles N. Bancker; Cor- 
responding Secretary, George Boyd ; 
Recording Secretary, Caleb P.Wayne; 
Treasurer, Richard S. Smith; Mana- 
gers, Samuel Bonnel, George Bring- 
hurst, BenjaminClarke,JosephCooper, 
George L. Eyre, Jacob Hall, Hugh De 
Haven, Israel Kisman, John M‘Kin- 
ley, Thomas F. Leaming, James Nix- 
on, Stephen North, John Read, Sa- 
muel J. Robbins, Francis G. Smith, 
William H. Todd, Thomas H. White, 
Joseph Williams. 


Se eee 
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-2 Thought on the Efficacy of Prayer. 
“ I will bind up that which was broken.” 
Exekiel xxxiv. 16. 
Ort have I marked, with sad surprise, 
*Mid summer scenes a tempest rise, 
That ere it pass’d its raging power 
Had crush’d in ruins some luckless flower, 
The aspiring rose or lily of the vale. 


But oh! it seemed that mercy there, 
Invisible, stood suppliant near ; 
For soon the light and dews of heaven 
A renovated form had given; 

It lived—it bloomed again, 
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Thus when disease, with sudden dart, 
Shoots anguish through the fearful heart, 
When cheerless drvops the aching head, 
To languish on affliction’s bed, 

To pain and sorrow given— 
But hark! what voice of peace and love 
Entre.ts th’ eternai throne above— 
An advocate for truth and grace, 
With incense fills the holy place 

A great High Priest in heaven. 


Though now departe@l hence awhile 
Faith trusts his love and sees him smile ; 
Hope says “while Faith thus hears him 
plead 
The flock that he vouchsafes to lead 
Shall still lie down in peace.” 


What tho’ the storm on earth should roll 

To prove the toss’d afflicted soul— 

Above the cloud, the promised bow, 

Its cheering hues shail radiant throw, 
And Faith and Hope increase. 


He knows our wants, and shall prevail 
Though fiery trials should assail— 
He hears our voice—the feeblest ery, 
And watching Faith, that leoks on high, 

Shall never be in vain. 
Ask in his name—a Father’s love, 
Sends forth his Spirit—heavenly Dove ; 
How soon the Comforter is near 
With crowns of joy for every tear, 

And peaceful rest again! 

S. W. §. 
January, 1820. 
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RUTH TO NAOMLE. 


Forsean—nor rend that bursting heart, 
With tearful pangs thou must not know: 
Death only waits the bond to part, 
That seals our mutual fate below. 
While loud thy songs, on Juduh’s plains, 
To heav’n their mellow music pour, 
Warm to thy God, my equal strains 
Be echo’d from thy native shore. 
United here, when called away, 
The spirit roves in spheres above; 
One grave, that binds our mould’ring clay, 
Be witness of our common love. 


M. E. 
March 21, 1820. 


SONNET. 
THE CRUCIFIXION. 
Emitated from the Italian of CrxscemBint, 
(Br Monteomery.) 

1 ask’p the Heavens ;—“* What foe to God 
hath done 

“This unexampled deed ?”—The Hea- 
véns exclaim, 

“?Twas Man! and we in horror snatch’d 
the sun 


“From such a spectacle of guilt and 
shame.” 
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I ask’d the Sea ;—the Sea in fury boil’d, 

And answer’d with his voice of storms,— 
*?Twas Man! 

“My waves in panic at his crime recoil’d, 

o Disclosed the abyss, and from the centre 
ran. 

I ask’d the Earth;—the Earth replied 
aghast, 

“*Twas Man!—and such strange pangs 
my bosom rent, 

“That still I groan and shudder at the 

ast.” 

—To Man, gay, smiling, thoughtless Man, 
I went, 

And ask’ him next :—He turn’d a scorn- 
ful eye, 

Shook his proud head, and deign’d me ne 
reply. 

ORDINATION. 

On Friday, March 10, an ordination was 
held by the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, in 
Trinity Church, New-York, when the Rey. 
Samuel Nichols, Deacon, officiating in St. 
Matthew’s Church, Bedford, was admitted 
to the holy order of Priests. Morning 
Prayer was celebrated by the Rev Benja- 
min ('. Onderdonk, an Assistant Minister 
of Trinity Church, and an appropriate ex- 
hortation delivered by the Bishop. 

—_—_— 

Diev,—At Flushing, Long Island, 
on Wednesday, March 29, in the 41st 
year of his age, the Rev. Barzuat 
Burktey, Rector of St. George’s 
Church in that place. 

His interment took place in St, 
George’s Church, on Good Friday af- 
ternoon. It was attended by the 
Right Rev. the Bishop of the Diccess, 
a number of his Rev. brethren, and a 
large concourse of parishioners and 
other friends. The funeral service 
was performed by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Hbart, and the Rev. Seth 
Hart. Rector of St. Grorge’s Church, 
Hewpstead, and an impressive and 
edifying discourse delivered by the 
Rev. Evan M. Johnson, Rector of St, 
James’s Church, Newtown. The 








church was crowded to overflowing, 


and every thing conspired to render 
the occasion most solemn and affect- 
ing; and to evince how deeply en- 
gaged were the feelings of all present 
in the mournful services. The good 
man now rests in hope beneath that 
altar at which he has so often received 
and distributed the symbols of that 
bedy and blood, the faithful receivipg 
of which has promise of a resurreetion 
to eternal life. 
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i28 Death of Barzillai Bulkley. 


Rarely has there been a call to 
shed the tear of bereavement over 
greater worth than that which charac- 
terized the deceased. Humility, sim- 
plicity, and sincerity, those cardinal 
Gospel virtues,eminently distinguished 
him. His qualifications tor the mi- 
nistry consisted in true and unteigned 
piety, deeply and thoroughly influenc- 
ing his heart and lite—in unsiiaken 
belief of the genuine doctrines of the 
Gospel—in firm attaciument to the 
Crurch o1 Ciirist, as characterized by 
dovirines, a ministry, and worship 
congenial with his revealed wil, and 
with the tenets and practice of primi- 
tive Christianity—in a proper sense of 
pastoral duty, and the taithful dis- 
charge of it—and in a mind of very 
respectable order, and improved by 
diligent and careful study. Without 
any arts to win applause or promote 
his popularity, this excellent man in- 
variably gained the esteem of those 
who knew him; and this esteem was 
heightened eas intimacy increased. 
The tears of his bereaved flock speak 
their sense of the luss they have sus- 
tained, and the affectionate regard in 
which they held their faithful pastor. 

Mr. B. was remarkable for love of 
order in the Church, and conscientious 
observance of her rules and ancient and 
edifying usages. He looked upon his 
Bishop as his spiritual father, cherish- 
ing for him the respect and affection 
of a son, and governing accordingly 
his conduct towards him. ‘To his 
brethren in the ministry, he felt, and 
ever manifested, all that can be in- 
cluded in fraternal love ; and richly 
entitled himseif to the high esteem in 
which he was held by them 

With a heart, warmed by the pur- 
est emotions oi Christian charity,anda 
deportment so congenial with them as 
to gain tor him the esteem of all, he 
maintained, with unshaken constancy, 
the peculiar doctrines of the Gospel, 
and their legitimate offspring, the pe- 
culiar principles of the Church in 
which he ministered. He was not 
only attached to these in the abstract, 
but carried his Christian consistency 
~ the maintaining of all the conse- 
quences justly flowing from them. 

By the divine blessing upon the 
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means he faithfully used, he attained 
to an habitual preparation for eternity. 
Accordingly, when, though with con- 
siderable suddenness, his symptoms 
assumed a dangerous aspect, the equa- 
nimity that had characterized him 
through life, was not impaired. He 
knew in whom hetrusted, and reposed, 
with joyful confidence, on the sufficient 
merits of that Saviour to whom he 
was united by a living faith, and to 
whose atonement it had been his de- 
lightful occupation to direct sinners 
for pardon, sanctification, and salva- 
tion. A visit from his Bishop, the 
day before his death, afforded him the 
opportunity of uniting with a little 
band of his parishioners in celebrating, 
for the last time, that Saviour’s love, 
and seeking his grace in his Holy 
Supper. J am thankful—God knows 
I am thankful for this—was the sim- 
ple but heartfelt expression of the 
pleasure that had been thus afforded. 
In taking leave of his Diocesan, he 
calmly declared his full assurance, 
that although they should not meet 
again in this, they would in a happier 
world. 

A short time before his dissolution, 
a kind Providence gave to his weep- 
ing friends the unspeakable coinfort 
of a return to that possession of his 
faculties which had, for a while, been 
suspended. Precicus, consoling, and 
edifying were the remarks he then 
made. In the perfect collection and 
tranquillity of mind whence they pro- 
ceeded, he fell asleep. Sweet is the 
sleep in Jesus. —That is hes.—It may 
be thine, Christian reader—it may be 
your’s, bereaved flock, whose salvation 
was the object of his faithful labours, 
and of his constant, fervent prayers— 
if your’s be his vital union with the Re- 
deemer.—Let that flock delight to re- 
cal the services he rendered them 
while he was over them in the Lord. 
Let them not forget that they are to 
meet him at the judgment seat of 
Christ, and there answer for the ef- 
fects which they suffered those services 
to produce. May the memory of his 
virtues be dear to his brethren in the 
ministry, and his call, in the prime of 
life, to render an account of his stew- 
ardship be laid to heart. 











